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INTRODUCTION 


THE following series of chapters take their rise from 
a suggestion which has reached the writer from 
more than one quarter that he should endeavour 
to give a permanent character to a course of lectures 
which it was his privilege to deliver some time ago 
on this momentous subject. He does so with diffi- 
dence. Many able contributions to this discussion 
already exist. Many treatises, some deep and 
abstruse, others plain, all convincing, have issued 
from the Press. It is not with the idea that he can 
add to what has been so well said by others that he 
has ventured to gather together the notes of these 
addresses, but rather because simpler thoughts on 
this great theme may be found helpful to some 
readers who in the midst of a busy life may neither 
have time nor opportunity to study the whole 
question of Biblical criticism. The present condi- 
tion of things, though injuriously affecting our 
religious bodies and our national life, must not 
make us pessimists. We know God will continue 
to vindicate His own Word. ‘To-day proofs are 
being constantly multiplied of the truth of the 
Scriptures, and monumental research is having 
precisely the results which believers have anti- 
cipated. At the same time it cannot be denied that 
a vast amount of unrest exists on all sides. The 
authenticity and veracity of God’s Holy Word is 
being impugned by many who have at the most 
solemn moment in their lives sworn to defend it. 
It seems to be imagined that verbal inspiration is 
a doctrine which can no longer be held. The Bible 
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is to be accepted with more or less reserve. Its 
contents are only trustworthy to a limited extent. 
Not a few who really love the Lord are becoming 
unsettled through the prevalence of this teaching. 
The doubts may be suppressed; they continue ta 
exist. Assurance is gone, a pious hope takes its 
place. The trumpet gives an uncertain sound. As 
an inevitable result preparation for battle is out of 
the question. A nebulous and vague Christianity is 
substituted for the proclamation of a living Christ. 

Our endeavour will be, however inadequately, to 
touch on many subjects, but we would express at 
once the conviction which forbids us to take up any 
other attitude than that of a firm belief in verbal 
inspiration. Christ’s view-point must be the view- 
point of those who are loyal to Him. Far be it 
from us to accuse of intentional disloyalty all who 
may not see eye to eye with us in this matter. We 
must not take upon ourselves to judge individuals 
or attack their motives. When controversy is in 
this sense personal it becomes vindictive, and con- 
troversial weapons should never be handled unless 
we are seeking to speak the truth in love. But the 
issue is plain. Its importance cannot be exagger- 
ated. It must consequently be faced. To turn to 
the wall, ostrich-like, and endeavour to evade 
responsibility is cowardly. Are we to believe the 
Bible or not? It is because eternity depends on the 
answer we are prepared to give in multitudes of 
cases that we desire to touch the fringe of the 
subject at this juncture, and ask the prayers of 
God’s people that-He Who has given His message 
to man may of His great mercy bless this effort to 
the salvation of souls and the strengthening in the 
faith of His own people. 


THE TRUTH OF THE BIBLE 


COAT ei, 1 
THE ADVANTAGES AND LIMITATIONS OF CRITICISM 


To criticise is, to speak accurately, to examine and' 
to judge. That criticism not only may, but must 
be applied to Holy Scripture isa truism. The Bible 
is to be studied; it cannot be studied without being 
in some sense criticised. It challenges investiga- 
tion, the more exhaustive our scrutiny the greater 
the result. Faith and credulity are two very differ- 
ent things, and it is of the greatest importance that 
we should understand the distinction between them. 
To believe what is contrary to reason, and not only 
contrary to received ideas, is to concede what God' 
never demands from us. There are many things in 
the Bible above reason, many miraculous circum-- 
stances which we are powerless to explain, but this 
is no more than our common sense would lead us 
to expect when the creature listens to the voice of 
the Creator. There is a demand for faith, but 
there is no denial of our right to exercise the 
intellectual faculties with which we have been 
endowed. These faculties, however, will teach us 
that it is not to be anticipated that all perplexities 
will be unravelled, all difficulties set at rest, alli 
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‘knots untied. For this we must wait until we know 
«even as also we are known. The Bible, therefore, 
«may be criticised, but always with this reserve. To 
say, as some do, that it has to be treated like any 
other book is to ignore the fact that it claims for 
.itself what no other book does. The prophets 
declare that their authority rests upon a Divine 
«commission. ‘‘ Thus saith the Lord” is the 
formula constantly employed. The Book may be 
the work of many writers, but as we shall have 
“occasion to see it has but one Author, the Holy 
Ghost. Rightly to understand the message God 
has delivered to man, we have but to apply the 
Master’s words (John vii. 17), ‘‘ If any man will 
i.e. is willing, ready to) do His will he shall know 
of the doctrine.’? We are not asked to perform the 
impossible. Doing the Lord’s will is out of the 
question till we know it, but if ready to be taught, 
anxious to learn, the truth will be revealed. At the 
threshold of the Christian life, as the indispensable 
“preliminary to all spiritual attainment, stand the 
words (Matt. xviii. 3), ‘‘ Except ye be converted 
~and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
«the Kingdom of Heaven.’’ And here lies the secret 
-of the doubts and fears which find entrance into so 
‘many hearts as to the truth of God’s Word. It 
“refuses to yield up its treasures to the censorious 
wand carping critic. No teacher can successfully 
impart instruction to a pupil proudly confident of 
“his own powers and determined to pursue, with a 
rtotal absence of experience, his own method. 
Precisely the same law operates in spiritual things; 
-and, as Dr Pierson suggests, it will invariably be 
ufound that the people in Christ’s school are never 
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Sure of a second lesson until they have learnt the 
first. Let us then seek to be alive to the advantage 
of criticism while not unmindful of its limitations. 

What form will criticism take? For one thing it 
will be historical. The more we know of the history 
and surroundings of the Jewish nation the better. 
Acquaintance with ancient annals is of untold value. 
Monuments are testifying every day to the accuracy 
of the Word of God. Genesis xiv. for example is 
no longer a mere list of names. Recent researches 
have brought to light these leaders of a bygone 
age and confirmed the sacred record down to the 
minutest particular. Ur of the Chaldees with its 
high state of civilisation has been located. Abra- 
ham’s surrender was a very real one when he bade 
adieu to what would have proved to him, had he 
turned a deaf ear to the Divine call, a city of 
destruction. The Tower of Babel has been identi- 
fied and so has the empire of the Hittites, said only 
a few years ago to have had no foundation in fact. 
We shall refer in the course of these chapters to 
some of the books which give accounts of the way in 
which these ancient records have been substantiated. 

Then there is textual criticism. Knowledge of 
the original language, when attainable, is of the 
greatest assistance. It will be found that in our 
justly prized Authorised Version, interpolations 
occur here and there which are not supported by 
ancient manuscripts. Acts viii. 37,and 1 John v..7, 
are cases in point. The Revised Version is an 
excellent commentary, though many of us feel that 
it is too literal in many passages to convey the 
exact meaning of the words, and the rhythm) of 
the familiar phraseology is often wanting. We 
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may be grateful for the substitution of “ living 
creatures ’’ for ‘‘ beasts ’’ in Rev. iv. 6, and cog- 
nate passages. The fact that no variations touch 
any great doctrine so as to interfere with our 
acceptance of it is an indirect but priceless proof of 
Divine intervention and superintendence. 

Doctrinal criticism. We must compare Scripture 
with Scripture. Errors are often caused by the 
common but baneful habit of selecting favourite 
passages and neglecting the rest. The Bible should 
be read with system, and we shall then be in a posi- 
tion to give a reason for the hope that is in us. In 
touch with Christ and loving His Word we need 
fear no assaults. Our Lord’s promise is sure 
(t Peter iii. 15; Mark xiii. 11). 

It remains to add that much depends on the spirit 
in which our criticism is conducted. What has 
been already said may have served to shew how in 
one way only can the truth be discovered. 

Let us, moreover, bear in mind that it must be 
reverent. The truth embodied in Isa. Ixvi. 2 must 
never be lost sight of. We must sit at Jesus’ feet 
and remain there. The whole question concerns 
itself with His person and His work. We cannot 
separate the Word written and the Word Incarnate. 
It is no more reasonable to expect to understand 
everything before we trust the promises than it 
would be to refuse a journey to town until we under- 
stood all the mechanism involved in our transit. 
Every journey is a journey of faith. St Paul tells 
us “* be not high-minded but fear ’’ (Rom. xi. 20). 
Uzzah perished when he laid his hand upon the Ark 
of God (2 Sam. vi. 6). 

Our criticism should be honest. If startling 


ADVANTAGES AND LIMITATIONS 13 


theories are advanced we are bound to examine as 
to the credibility of those who propound them. 
*“ What is true is not new: what is new is not true.” 
We are not called upon, as has already been said, 
to attack character or motives. Many may believe 
themselves sincere, but our touchstone must be the 
Word of God. 

The Ordinal of the Church of England, one of 
its ministers ventures to say, may well be studied. 
The Articles abound in reference to the Scriptures. 
Those who do not attach the same importance to the 
Bible should betake themselves elsewhere, and, if 
they were logical and consistent, they could not 
fail to do so. 

We must lastly be reasonable. It is not reason- 
able to imagine that for our guidance the Creator 
of the Universe has prepared for our acceptance a 
series of inspired myths or that sentiments may be 
inspired and not words. There is no doubt a 
limited inspiration in the utterances of God’s people 
in every age. So far as they are led by the Spirit 
their message is God-sent. In Acts xvii. to take an 
example, there could be no question that St Paul 
was inspired, but those who heard him are com- 
mended, not blamed, for declining to take him on 
trust, but preferring to search the Scriptures as to 
the truth of his statements, and it was through this 
that many of them believed. St Paul did not 
‘allege ’’ until he had opened the Scriptures. 
This record by the finger of God is an example for 
all time. We are bound to examine (1 John iv. 1; 
1 Thess. v. 21) what we hear from man, but take 
away the final Court of Appeal (Isa. viii. 20) and 
you have nothing left. Herein is the difference 
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between the inspiration of the Scriptures and the 
teaching, often God-given, which we receive in the 
printed page or spoken message from time to time. 

We may close with a reference to Dean Burgon,, 
who says with regard to this question: ‘‘ As for 
thoughts being inspired apart from the words which 
give them expression, you might as well talk of a 
tune without notes and a sum without figures. No 
such dream can abide for a moment.”’ 


CHAPTER “Il 
THE UNITY OF SCRIPTURE 


THE commencement of the Epistle to the Hebrews: 
may serve as an illustration. The opening words: 
speak of unity and yet of diversity. Both are- 
apparently characteristic of the Scriptures. The: 
unbeliever has to solve this problem. How is it 
that a book, confessedly written by so many differ-.. 
ent men and during so many centuries, can yet 
occupy, unchallenged, the premier position in 
literature on any other hypothesis than Divine: 
superintendence and control? How is it that such 
marvellous unity is characteristic of the volume? 
Such evidence of one mighty purpose, such consis-- 
tent inculcation of all that is holy, just, and good? 
The fact of the matter is, that while there are so: 
many writers differing widely in circumstances and 
environment, idiosyncrasies, and intellectual gifts, 
there is but One supreme Author throughout, the: 
Holy Spirit of God (2 Peter i. 21). 

The human element is not for a moment denied.. 
Not only is sin described as well as its remedy; 
sinful words and actions are likewise recorded. 
Goliath’s defiant challenge and Pilate’s specious 
reasoning were not inspired utterances, but the 
report is furnished to us by Divine direction. The: 
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theology of Job’s friends is in the highest degree 
defective. They fell into the very common error of 
imputing special guilt as the cause of many trials, 
a wholly unwarrantable supposition. Their follies 
are given to us as warnings to ourselves. The 
human element may also be seen in the colouring 
which the particular instrument God uses gives to 
the prophecy or narrative. This only makes the 
unity of the whole the more conspicuous. We may 
take in the Old Testament, as an illustration of 
this, Isaiah and Jeremiah; in the New Testament, 
St Paul and St Peter. Whence the agreement when 
the contrast between them is so marked? There is 
but one explanation. 

Moses was a giant in intellect; Amos a simple 
herdsman, whose prophecies are full of references 
to the agricultural labour in which he was em- 
ployed. Both alike have messages from God. Or, 
to take the four Gospels, each writer has a special 
aim in view. Matthew the Hebrew, writing for 
Hebrews, speaks of the King of the Jews; 
Mark tells us of Jehovah’s Servant; Luke of the 
Son of Man; John of the Son of God. Their 
diversities are a convincing testimony to their 
veracity. 

The Bible must be taken as a whole if its unity is 
to be appreciated. Ecclesiastes and the Song of 
Solomon convey special lessons. Neither book was 
intended to stand alone. Only a superficial acquain- 
tance with Ecclesiastes will favour the supposition 
that the writer ignored a future life. The direct 
opposite is taught in Eccles. xii. 7, to give only one 
instance. The Song has been the delight of God’s 
‘saints in every age, but Christ alone, apprehended, 


THE VONETY OF “SCRIPTURE 17 


appropriated, appreciated, can furnish us with the 
key. It has to be spiritually discerned (1 Cor. ii. 
14). To take another illustration; there is no 
antagonism between St Paul and St James. They 
are simply guided to deal with the same truths from 
different standpoints, the former being especially 
occupied in defining the nature and proving the 
necessity for faith, the latter demonstrating the 
life-giving, fruit-producing character of all true 
confidence in God. 

There are many difficulties. Of course there are. 
A God we could fully comprehend would not be 
the great Object of worship the Scripture reveals. 
By and by we shall have deeper discernment than 
we have to-day. For the elucidation of many 
mysteries we must be content to wait. For the 
plan of salvation, for the way to escape from the 
wrath to come, for the means whereby we may lead 
a humble, happy and holy life, the Bible furnishes 
us with information suited to the tenderest capacity. 
To magnify difficulties and to thereby construct an 
argument against plenary inspiration, to deprecate 
the supernatural, to imagine this wonderful unity 
could exist, were the book to be a mere collection of 
folk-lore, is to strain at the gnat while bidding us 
swallow the camel. 

Once more to refer to the question of verbal 
inspiration. Let it be remembered that man’s law 
is inspired by the collective wisdom of Parliament. 
The lawyer studies every word of an Act passed by 
the legislature which connects itself with the case 
in which he is interested. There may be different 
interpretations, but the law is regarded by both 
sides in the struggle as authoritative and its nature 
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is decided by the language employed. It could not 
be otherwise. 

We are told, however, of discrepancies. Most 
of them will disappear on more careful scrutiny. 
Seeming divergences are only an aid to faith as, 
if reverently conducted, the inquiry will benefit the 
inquirer. He will find in multitudes of instances. 
underlying harmony previously unsuspected, and 
will await further light as to questions still 
insoluble. 

But are there not, some would ask, misstatements. 
in Scripture? We believe that none could, by any 
possibility, have existed in the message as originally 
given. Matt. xxvil. 9 is a typical example. The 
quotation, apparently from Zechariah, is referred 
to Jeremiah. The evidence of ancient manuscripts 
is indisputable. Jerome alludes to a Book of 
Jeremiah which found no place in the Canon. We 
have not all the writings of the inspired penmen, 
but those which the Holy Ghost in a very special 
way controlled. An Apocryphal book, Maccabees, 
quotes this passage, citing the same word as that 
mentioned by Jerome. This explanation would be 
deemed quite satisfactory did no bias exist. 

But are the Scriptures immoral? The Bible calls 
a spade a spade, and while the present age conceals 
and suppresses, there is just as much rebellion 
against God’s laws. Who are we to criticise the 
Most High? 

The imprecatory Psalms are found fault with. It 
is forgotten that in St Peter’s speech in Acts ii. 20, 
such passages as Ps. cix. 8 and Ixix. 25 are quoted, 
proved to be prophecy and applied to the particular 
case. Never was the awful lesson more needed than 
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to-day, when there is a weakening of moral fibre, 
an absence of any sense of serious wrongdoing. 

The Bible, to conclude, is a revelation of God’s 
Word and will. Shew us one who has tested, tried, 
and proved Christ, who would throw his Bible into 
the flames. No such person exists. The marvel- 
lous harmony between the Old Testament and the 
New, the Law and the Gospel, illustrated, applied 
by the Lord Jesus Christ, becomes more clear and 
more glorious as the upward path is trodden toward 
the City of God. The humble student of Scripture, 
taught by the Spirit, will exemplify the wise man’s 
dictum, ‘‘ The path of the just is as the shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day ’’ (Prov. iv. 19); and in Jer. xv. 16 we read, 
*“ Thy words were found and I did eat them; and 
Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
my heart: for I am called by Thy Name, O Lord 
God of Hosts.” 


CHAPTER III 
THE CENTRE OF SCRIPTURE 


SOMETHING has already been said as to the unity 
of the sacred volume, a unity only more conspicu- 
ous in view of the diversity which is equally 
apparent. We may now go further and point out 
more fully to what this unity is due. It is attribu- 
table, without doubt, as we have already seen, to 
the fact that the Scriptures have but One Author. 
The object this Author has in view throughout is 
the exaltation of Jesus Christ, both God and Man. 
He is the Centre round Whom the whole system 
revolves; the keystone of the arch without which 
the fabric would fall to pieces, the Church be but 
a headless trunk. 

“Search the Scriptures ’’ says the Saviour in 
John v. 39, “‘ for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life and they are they which testify of Me.’’ In 
other words: ‘“‘ You acknowledge the inspiration 
of the sacred record, you reverence the utterances of 
Moses and the prophets, you admit that the his- 
torians of God’s ancient people were guided down 
to the minutest detail as to the circumstances they 
narrate. Ask yourselves what their object was. 
What is it that binds them together? Of whom 
does prophet, chronicler, lawgiver and seer speak ? 

20 
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Is there not a revelation becoming more and more 
clear of a Prophet (Deut. xviii. 18) far transcending 
in dignity and authority any of His predecessors ; of 
a Priest (Zech. vi. 13) Whose absolution would be 
far more effectual than that of those who, even at 
the best, were only feeble types of the coming Sin- 
bearer; of an ideal King (Isa. xxxii. 1), Whose 
dominion should be everlasting and of Whose 
Kingdom righteousness and truth would be 
eternally the attributes? ’’ ‘‘ Search the Scrip- 
tures ’’ says the Lord, in effect, do not bring to 
them your own prejudices, a determination to read 
your own predilections and predispositions into 
their pages but approach the study of them with a 
single desire to be taught of God. You will find 
then to Whom they bear witness. Your hearts will 
be prepared to accept thankfully and without hesita- 
tion the great truth that the Scriptures have but 
One Centre, and the force of John iv. 26 will come 
home to head and conscience ‘‘ I that speak unto 
you am He.” 

It remains to illustrate what has been said by a 
reference to a few passages out of very many. 
Every Bible student can add to the list without 
difficulty. It is open to doubt whether the longest 
collection of prophecies, allusions and distinct im- 
plications can be said to be exhaustive. We have 
to deal here with unsearchable riches, Christ in 
every part, Christ All in all. As it is often said 
that from every town and village there is a road to 
London, so even more truly in every section of 
God’s Word there is a path made clear to the great 
Metropolis of Scripture, the Kingdom and Glory 
of Jesus Christ. 
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Genesis iii. 15. Man has fallen and sin has 
entered. We need never be surprised at the 
assumption that we have here nothing more than 
an allegorical representation of what really hap- 
pened. No chapter in the Bible throws a clearer 
light upon the nature and consequences of sin, and 
not only this, no chapter sets forth more plainly 
the craft and subtilty of the great enemy of souls. 
Can it be wondered at then that he has thrown 
doubt on the genuineness of the account of the Fall? 
His efforts are directed to minimise in the minds 
of men the character of sin, destroying or at least 
weakening men’s belief in his individuality and 
ceaseless efforts to compass their ruin. Let the 
reader study this portion of God’s Word humbly 
and prayerfully. He will see how marvellously 
accurate is the description given of human nature 
and consequently of his own. He will see how 
modern as well as ancient is this account, how 
wonderfully adapted to the needs of mankind in 
every age. And here in the midst of this darkness 
we have a bright ray of light. Before the curse is 
pronounced the blessing is promised; a blessing the 
significance of which Eve evidently grasped as her 
expectations were aroused on Cain’s birth. Many 
have translated the passage (Gen. iv. 1) so as to 
convey the supposition on Eve’s part that she 
incorrectly imagined Cain to be the promised 
Deliverer. This cannot be pressed as interpreters 
differ, but we have at least a proof of belief in 
Jehovah and an indication that her sin was followed 
by true repentance. She speaks of the Lord, or in 
other words of God manifested in redemption. It 
may be useful in this connection to notice also the 


THE CENTRE OF SCRIPTURE 23 


use of the word Lord and Lord God as applied to 
the Deity, that is to say, the Hebrew Jehovah rather 
than Elohim, God. Many have conjectured that 
we have here an evidence of distinct manuscripts 
and the authority of Scripture has been weakened 
by suggestions as to an Elohistic or Jehovistic 
writer. It is quite true that Moses may have been 
Divinely directed to make use of earlier documents, 
but careful research will only bring into greater 
prominence the essential unity of the whole, and 
Jehovah’s Name will be seen to be especially con- 
nected as already said with redemption wrought out 
by God for sinful man. Gen. vii. 16 in which both 
terms are employed, to say nothing of other 
passages, should sufficiently demonstrate the im- 
possibility of dividing by hard-and-fast lines one 
Section from another. Isa. liii. and Romans xvi. 
20 may be usefully pondered in connection with 
Gen. iii. 15. We shall have occasion to refer 
again to the evidence afforded by this wonderful 
chapter. 

Genesis xlix. 10. A Messianic reference is denied 
by some critics while acknowledged by others. 
This is hardly the place to enter into a full discus- 
sion as to the meaning of Shiloh, by most trans- 
Jated, the Man of Rest. The general bearing of 
the passage is, however, unquestionable in its refer- 
ence to the Prince of Peace and the gathering of 
the future (2 Thess. ii. 1). Jacob’s fondness for 
Joseph and Benjamin would undoubtedly have led 
him, had he been free to follow his own inclina- 
tions, to select them as the subjects for peculiar 
honours. But the greatest privilege is reserved for 
Judah. The Patriarch is in God’s hands; he has to 
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voice God’s decrees. He cannot but point to One 
in Whom alone the prophecy is fulfilled (Rev. v. 5). 

Deut. xviii. 18, 19. No one else has arisen to 
combine all the attributes of Moses in his own 
person. Christ alone fulfils the prophecy. We 
may compare the Apostle’s declaration (John i. 17). 

2 Sam. vii. 12. Obviously Solomon’s reign was 
a very partial fulfilment of the description in this 
and the following verses. This is only one out of 
many passages which convey a similar truth. The 
Saviour’s Kingdom was to be founded by the 
Founder’s death. The deliverance wrought out by 
Him was not from the temporal dominion of Rome 
but the far more awful domination of sin and 
Satan. Solomon’s glory was transient, Christ’s is 
eternal. 

Psalm ii. The Psalm would be meaningless were 
it not Messianic in its character. Personal knowl- 
edge of a living Saviour invests it with a glorious 
significance. The humble believer while recog- 
nising that there are heights of glory above his ken,. 
depths of love which he cannot fathom, rejoicingly 
employs St Paul’s language, ‘‘ Thanks be unto 
God which always causeth us to triumph in Christ ”” 
(2 Cor. ii, 14). 

Psalm xxii. Here are found the words spoken on 
Calvary. The suffering Messiah is revealed. 
Much in this and many other Psalms could never 
have been predicted of David. Jesus Who came to- 
save His people from their Sins is alone conspicu- 
ous. Reverent study must bring home to the heart 
the truth (2 Cor. v. 21) ‘‘ He hath made Him to be 
sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him.” 
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A digression may be pardoned here. We are 
writing in defence of the truth of the Bible in every: 
part. It may conceivably be said, ‘‘ You are giving. 
what is known as the orthodox interpretation but 
simply stating your own conclusions. May not an. 
objector intervene by taking an opposite view and 
denying the reference which you assert to be un- 
mistakable. You may think so. Others do not. 
Why not leave the matter an open question ? ”’ 

Two replies to this may be given. ‘‘ A great 
cloud of witnesses ’’ (Heb. xii. 1) speak with no» 
uncertain voice. The testimony of every age con- 
firms the Messianic reference in each and every 
passage quoted. The more deeply spiritual the 
student, the more profound his belief, the more 
positive his message. But another answer is pos- 
sible. Those who would fain rob the Scriptures of 
their Divine import have a far greater difficulty to 
face. ‘‘Of whom speaketh the prophet this?’’ 
(Acts viii. 34, where the reference is to Isaiah liii. 
7,8.) No other character in history answers to the 
description given. 

Psalm xlv. The Psalmist is in love with 
his subject. We shall lose our doubts if we are: 
enabled to imbibe his spirit. The marginal render- 
ing for “‘ is inditing ’’ may be noticed. Here is 
exemplified the true, prophetic instinct. As has 
been well said, ‘‘ We should never speak a word» 
for the Master if we can help it, but if in touch with 
Him it will be impossible for us to help doing so.’”> 

We have alluded previously to the threefold 
revelation of the Saviour as Prophet, Priest, and» 
King. Let Isaiah Ixi., liii., xxxii. be studied in 
this connection. As New Testament references: 
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Luke iv. 18 of which we shall have more to say, 
Acts viii. 32, 33, and among many other passages, 
Luke i. 32. It remains only to add that were we 
to admit a later date for the prophecies of Isaiah, 
.and we shall have occasion to shew that we cannot 
.do so, the minute particulars of our Blessed Lord’s 
sufferings and death, even had they been spoken 
only a decade before His coming, would have 
sufficiently stamped the declaration as Divine, have 
powerfully contributed to the demonstration of the 
Unity of Scripture and of its Centre, the God-Man. 

Jer. xxiii. 5, 6 in its witness to Christ, xxxiii. 
15, 16 in which the Church is seen to derive all her 
glory from Him may be connected with 1 Cor. i. 30 
and many other texts which illustrate this great 
truth. 

Dan. ix. 25-27. The prophecy has been exactly 
fulfilled. Christ is the sole key to the problem. 

Micah v. 2 quoted in Matt. ii. 6. Who can be 
“the Centre of Scripture but the Saviour born at 
Bethlehem ? 

Zech. ix. 9. The entry recorded in Matt. xxi. 
and the other Gospels bears witness to the accuracy 

of a statement which, when made, must have 
seemed eminently mysterious. It is beside our 
purpose to dwell at length on the obvious conclu- 
sion that xiv. 4 will have also, perhaps in the not 
distant future, a literal fulfilment. It is sufficient 
to say that both statements illustrate and enforce 
the truth upon which we insist. 

Mal. iv. 2. We may close this brief summary by 
citing a passage full of comfort to every soul tread- 
“ing the only path which leads to happiness and 
“peace. Jesus, the ‘‘ Sun of my soul, Thou Saviour 
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dear ’’ as we so often sing can alone teach us to 
appreciate the Bible and to value it because it tells 
us of Him. Christ can only be made known to us 
_ directly or indirectly through His Word. That 
_ Word can only be the lamp to our feet and the light 
to our paths (Ps. cxix. 105) when He by His Spirit 
has enlightened our eyes. 

To each one of His children He says, ‘* Keep 
yourselves in the love of God.’’ There is the sun- 
shine, free as the air you breathe. Get into it, 
remove all obstacles, all blinds and shutters of your 
own devising. Bask in it, be invigorated by it, and 
then maybe unconsciously to yourself reflect it. 
Higher Criticism so called and soul winning are 
mutually exclusive. Seeing Christ as the Centre 
_ of Scripture He becomes the Centre of our lives 
and He will then use us to direct the attention of 
our fellow-sinners to the Light of the World 
(John viii. 12; 2 Cor. iv. 6). 


CHAPTER IV 
THE BASIS OF SCRIPTURE 


To those who have followed the arguments in these 
chapters it must have occurred that such a subject 
as the Centre of Scripture upon which we have just 
dwelt was capable of infinite expansion. That 
Christ dominates the whole, that every page of 
God’s Holy Word bears witness to Him is a truth 
which becomes ever more clearly apprehended as 
He becomes increasingly real to our souls. We do 
not so much look for Christ as see Him, without 
effort on our part, giving life to every portion. The 
history, interesting in itself, acquires fresh signi- 
ficance when we grasp the fact that He by His 
Spirit is overruling, controlling, directing every 
event. The Scripture characters derive, many of 
them, fresh lustre by the manner in which their 
conduct and circumstances are suggestive, often by 
force of contrast of the sayings and doings of Him 
in Whose life occurs no flaw. 

The complicated ceremonies and observances of 
the Levitical Law are illuminated by the reference 
they are seen to bear to the Saviour of mankind. 
The prophecies are invested with a higher authority 
because they are discovered to throw fresh light on 
the person and work of the Lord Jesus, or to speak 
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more accurately, the light of this world irradiates 
them. 

It is for us now to direct our attention to one 
_ aspect of this great truth, one which may not be 
_ inadequately described as the basis upon which the 
doctrine of Scripture rests. God’s Word is written, 
not merely to acquaint men with what it concerns 
men to know of. the character of His government, 
but in order that sin and its consequences may be 
clearly and convincingly dealt with. The Holy 
Book begins with man in a state of innocence. The 
Canon comes to a conclusion with a picture of 
Paradise regained. The rest is taken up with an 
account of Paradise lost and the remedy for sin 
in the Lamb chosen before the foundation of the 
world, promised, provided, proclaimed. 

** How can man be just with God? ’’ The ques- 
tion must be answered. Sin has brought about a 
separation. Sin must be atoned for. Therefore 
Christ must die. We have the basis of Scripture 
in those precious words (1 John i. 7), “‘ The Blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.” 

But to go further back. A fact stated in 
Lev. xvii. 11 may well occupy our thoughts. Here 
we have a definite assertion, ‘‘ the life of the fiesh 
is in the blood,’’ and the further declaration, “it 
is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”’ 
“* The Blood is the Life.’”’ Here is the key to the 
problem. To atone for sin there must be sacrifice. 
It is a necessity that blood should be shed. Explain 
it how we will there can be no question that this is 
the lesson taught from the earliest times and finally 
proclaimed on Calvary. A scarlet thread runs 
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through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 
Bloody sacrifices ceaselessly pointed to a complete 
atonement, yet to come, throughout the earlier dis- 
pensation. Their day is now past but in the Holy 
Communion the truth is emphasised. The Blood 
has been shed, the debt discharged, the victory won. 
We look back to a Saviour fully revealed, to Him 
Who once for all (Heb. ix. 26-28; x. 10) put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 

We can only give a few passages in this connec- 
tion. The student will be well repaid if he will 
read the Bible through with this thought promin- 
ently before him. He will, it is true, come to the 
conclusion not only that Christ is the Centre of 
Scripture—he cannot help doing that—but that the 
Resurrection as we have before said is the keystone 
of the Christian faith. So it undoubtedly is. But 
why Resurrection? Because He Who rose again 
had suffered that sinners might live and because 
His Blood was shed for those whom He died to 
save. This was from all eternity God’s plan 
(2 Sam. xiv. 14). His ways are as unsearchable as 
His love is unfathomable. We can but wonder and 
adore. 

Gen. iii. 21 speaks to us first though indirectly 
of the shedding of blood. Animals share in the 
consequences of the Fall. Their skins are the cloth- 
ing of our first parents as of their successors. Here 
a striking lesson is taught of the necessity for that 
clothing for the soul which the robe of righteous- 
ness, the wedding garment, supplies. 2 Cor. v. 21 
may be studied here, words which no man would 
have dared to frame had they not been inspired by 
the Holy Ghost. 
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Gen. iv. 4 with which should be compared 
Heb. xi. 4. Cain’s argument may be plausible 
enough, but to be accepted man must fall in with. 
God’s plan as Abel did. The teaching of the 
passage is clear as to the need for the shedding of 
blood. 

Gen. vili. 20, 21. Noah’s first thought on 
deliverance is to shed blood in sacrifice of thanks- 
giving, a sacrifice which brought down a fresh: 
blessing. 

Gen. xxii. Here God tests Abraham’s faith. 
Great privileges involve great trials. He had not 
expected it (verse 5) to come to this and yet God* 
tested him to the end and Isaac also. The simple 
statement in verse 6, ‘‘ they went both of them 
together,’’ repeated in the eighth verse, exhibits in: 
a touching light the whole-hearted surrender of the: 
son to his father’s will. Much light is thrown 
upon the passage in Heb. xi. 17-19. With the 
Messianic reference we shall deal later. At the last 
moment, but not before, the patriarch’s faith is: 
rewarded and Substitution is taught in the offer- 
ing up of the ram. The promise is renewed. 
The blessing more fully bestowed than ever~ 
before. 

And yet this beautiful story has excited the 
caustic criticism of modern theorists. We are told’ 
in some quarters that Abraham should not have 
offered up his son. As a matter of fact he never~ 
did, but at the command of God was willing to do: 
so. One greater than Abraham did not spare His 
Son (Rom. viii. 32) that sinners might live. What- 
are we that we should sit in judgment on the Maker 
of the Universe, the clay criticising the Potter, the 
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dust finding fault with its Creator? We do not 
deny some appropriateness in the phrase “* reverent 
criticism ’’? when applied to some who do not see 
.as we do, but to construct a moral difficulty when 
none exists and where the creature professes to 
know more than the Maker requires a state of mind 
which would render all humble following of the 
Master impossible. We are not asked to clear up 
all mysteries, but in our finite condition to wait 
until the ‘‘mists have rolled away,’ and we 
marvel at the dullness of our scholarship and re- 
joice that henceforth the will, not destroyed but 
blended and harmonised with the Divine, has taken 
the place of the old, unconsecrated, self-assertion. 
From the nature of things it is not for us to 
anticipate that all mysteries will be cleared up on 
this side eternity, but many difficulties will be 
removed from our path were the teaching of the 
Apostle in Col. ii. 3 and Eph. v. 17 laid to heart 
and the blessing claimed. 

In Exodus xii. the same lesson is enforced in a 
remarkable way. Every student of Scripture is 
familiar with the story of the Passover. The lamb 
‘must be slain: his blood must be sprinkled. There 
‘was no other escape from the threatened plague. 
The obedient Israelite had but one course to pursue. 
‘The injunction given must be promptly and un- 
questioningly obeyed. ‘‘ When I see the blood I 
will pass over you.”” The day for material offerings 
‘of this kind has now passed; they can no longer 
be propitiatory but it is just as.needful to lay to 
heart the deep spiritual lesson inculcated, and as 
‘sinners deserving eternal death to renounce all claim 
‘on account of merits which do not exist, and yet 
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with boldness to approach the Throne with such 
words as those of the well-known hymn: 
** Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee 
O Lamb of God, I come.’’ 

Next let us look at Leviticus xvii We may 
compare it with the wondrous account of the suffer- 
ing Messiah in Isaiah liii. in which the Holy Spirit, 
seven hundred years before, made the prophet His 
mouthpiece in predicting the details of the tragedy 
on Calvary with its momentous consequences. The 
story of the scapegoat gives us a striking picture 
of sin put away, the sprinkling of the blood of the 
slain goat, of the Death which alone made this ex- 
piation possible. 

We have already noticed the lesson of the Lord’s 
Supper. Matt. xxvi. 27, 28 gives us the Master’s 
own commentary. In partaking of the bread and 
wine we bear witness to the facts stated in John 
vi. 53. As bodily existence cannot be maintained 
without food and drink, the spiritual life must be 
fed by assimilating Christ Himself. We must drink 
His Blood. This means no change whatever in the 
substance but it does mean heart communion, soul 
fellowship with the Saviour Himself. 

Rom. v. 8, 9 may be cited as a passage which 
furnishes us with an explicit declaration as to the 
basis on which the Gospel message is founded. 
Col. i. 20. We are not left to try (and fail) to make 
our peace with God. Many imagine they can do 
this. Christ alone has, and we rest our hope of 
salvation upon His finished work. We plead the 


Blood. 
c 


34 THE TRUTH OF THE BIBLE 


1 Peter i. 18, 19. There was a time in Peter’s 
life (Matt. xvi. 22) when a bloodless theology would 
have suited him better. He had since learned 
another lesson. He had found out that he could 
never have died for his Lord but that his Lord had 
died for him. 

1 John i. 7. The fountain is ever open. To how 
many souls has not this brought peace. Primarily 
for believers, it states a fact which is grasped at 
the threshold of the Christian life. 

Heb. x. 19, 20. Our assurance is based on the 
shedding of the Blood. 

Lastly, the song of the redeemed tells us of the 
Blood: (Rev.:is' § 5.v.c95 vile 145 -xils 11). Itasrthe 
Lamb that was slain Who is the glory of Em- 
manuel’s land. ‘‘He died for us’’ is the joy 
song of the saved throughout eternity. 

We have laid stress upon this point, not merely 
because it demonstrates afresh the unity and the 
centre of the sacred volume but because it furnishes 
us with a key of priceless value for understanding 
the whole. When the truth is brought home to 
heart and conscience by the power of the Holy 
Ghost we love our Bibles more than ever and per- 
ceive more clearly how impossible is any other view 
than that of the Apostle—‘‘ Holy men of God spake 


as they were moved by the Holy Ghost ”’ (2 Peter 
i. 211). 


CHAPTER V 
THE DEITY OF CHRIST 


NEARLY thirty years ago a little boy of six lay dying 
in a narrow alley in Westminster. He was not 
above others of his age in intellect, nor was there 
anything remarkable about him. He had, how- 
ever, learned to know and love the Saviour, and in 
simple faith and with passionate devotion he faced 
that ordeal through which, should the Lord tarry, 
we must all pass ere long. Death had been robbed 
of its sting and the grave of its victory so, turning 
to his weeping mother, he said, ‘‘ Mother, I love 
you but I love Jesus more.’’ Eloquent testimony 
this to a little child’s simple trust. There was no 
acquaintance with theological subtilties, probably 
no knowledge of the phraseology of the Apostles’ 
Creed. Yet, taught by the Holy Ghost, this truth 
was clearly grasped, the Manhood and the Godhead 
of Jesus Christ. He grasped His Manhood. Ten- 
derly attached as he was to his mother, there was 
One dearer than she, One Who could sympathise 
with him more fully, could smooth his dying pillow 
more effectually. He knew Jesus. That was enough 
for him. But in this was involved, though the child 
could not have put it into words, a recognition of 
another and a correlative truth. This Saviour was 
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Divine. The most beautiful of historical characters 
could not supplant the mother or rival her in the 
affections of her tiny son, had this historical char- 
acter not been a Living Reality. Jesus could and 
did feel for him; yes, and had saved him. He would 
walk over the river dryshod because, as we say in 
the Te Deum, Christ has ‘‘ opened the Kingdom 
of Heaven to all believers.”’ 

We have come now, in the course of these 
chapters, to a subject of deepest solemnity and 
infinite importance in all ages, but never more than 
at the present day, in the truth of the Deity of 
Christ assailed even by those who profess to 
approve of the Creeds of our Church. We cannot 
be surprised at this. If the authority of Christ is 
weakened the Scriptures lose authority also. In 
subsequent chapters we shall see how our Lord’s 
testimony is of such a character that we are com- 
pelled, if we use our reasoning power at all, to 
accept His view, unless in some way that view 
can be regarded as not absolutely binding on His 
followers. Should such a conclusion be arrived 
at those who think they have evaded some diffi- 
culties will find themselves face to face with far 
greater perplexities. The union of the two natures 
in the one Christ is without doubt a deep mystery. 
That this union should have existed and yet the 
Saviour be subject to such limitations as to deprive 
His message of entire trustworthiness would be a 
greater mystery still. It is acknowledged on all 
hands that Christ spake as never man spake; that 
no teacher gave utterance to such wondrous ethics 
as He, and yet He claimed what, were He not God, 
would be unwarrantable. The new critics are 
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many of them blinded as to the logical results of 
the acceptance of their teaching. Those who 
know and love the Lord must if they think the 
matter out, see that there is no reality, no half-way 
house between recognition of the Saviour as God 
and a blank scepticism. We are far from sug- 
gesting that those who handle the Scriptures 
freely, and glibly discuss the limitations of our 
Lord’s human nature, are aware of the conse- 
quences of their belief, or rather misbelief, but the 
plain man who asks if we believe our Bibles or 
no has a right to be answered, and if once we 
tamper with the doctrine of inspiration we open 
the floodgates and are carried down a stream which 
must end, if our progress is not arrested, in the 
quicksands of base negation. 

This is no formal treatise on the doctrine of 
our Lord’s Divinity. Perhaps no work is more 
exhaustive on this subject than Liddon’s well- 
known ‘‘ Bampton Lectures ’’ while the same writer 
gives a summary in his ‘‘ Elements of Religion ”’ 
of exceeding value. It will be better for us here 
to point to some salient passages which are in- 
explicable on any other supposition than the God- 
head of our Lord and Master. Before doing so, 
however, it seems right to dwell for a while on 
our Lord’s human nature, which is demonstrably 
as real as His Divine. Forgetfulness of this truth 
and a consequent failure to grasp the reality of 
His sympathy resulted in the monstrous supersti- 
tion which ascribes Divine attributes to His human 
mother. The tendency is now in the opposite 
direction and the Divine is lost in the human. 
No doubt the limitations during the earthly 
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pilgrimage were real. He hungered (Matt. iv. 2; 
xxi. 18), thirsted (John iv. 7; xix. 28), was weary 
(John iv. 6), and needed sleep to restore the 
physical frame (Mark iv. 38); but it is of the 
utmost importance to note, so far as we can 
comprehend the matter at all, the voluntary char- 
acter of this limitation. Suffering falls to us all; 
to some extent we can influence our course and so 
contribute either to the increase or diminution of 
these sufferings, but quite apart from any exercise 
of will power we find, sooner or later, how accurate 
were Job’s words, ‘‘ Man is born to trouble as the 
sparks fly upward.’’ It was otherwise with Jesus 
Christ. From first to last He was a free Agent. 
The power was His and He never laid it down 
though He gave His life (John x. 18). One all- 
absorbing motive animated Him (Heb. xii. 2). No 
temptation, however great, turned Him from His 
purpose (Isa. 1. 7). His love bore down all 
obstacles. He died that sinners might live. Jesus 
Christ does not ask for our pity. but would have us 
pity ourselves, loathe those sins which nailed Him 
to the tree, and turn to Him in deep self-abasement, 
heartfelt contrition and humble trust. There is 
nothing more painful in the theology of the present 
day than the tendency to analyse and dissect the 
character of Christ just as if He were one of our- 
selves. One with us in a very real sense He is by 
His grace, but while not ashamed to call us 
brethren, He was, is, and ever will be, Lord of all. 
His omniscience, omnipotence, omnipresence; His 
acceptance of worship, His self-assertion, the com- 
bination in Him of the highest attributes, all pro- 
claim His Deity. This was understood by His 
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enemies (John x. 33); to-day it is dimly appre- 
hended if not practically denied by those who 
would be ranged among His friends. Let us bear 
in mind, moreover, that this union of the Divine 
and human, however little we may be able to 
comprehend it, existed throughout His earthly 
ministry. Two passages may suffice. In Mark 
iv. 38 we see the humanity—Jesus is asleep. In 
the next verse the wind and waves are rebuked and 
obey His voice—here is the Deity. Once more in 
John xviii. 6 those wondrous words ‘“‘I AM HE”’ 
have an astounding effect. The false disciple and 
the band accompanying him fall backward. But 
a very few minutes elapse before in Isaiah’s words 
“* He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter and as 
a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth 
not His mouth.’’ Here is the humanity. A sug- 
gestive passage upon the Transfiguration by Arch- 
bishop Alexander may be quoted here, ‘‘ such 
splendour was natural to a body like His... the 
repression was miraculous; the Transfiguration was 
the temporary cessation of that miraculous repres- 
sion.”’ 

These two passages have been adduced to show 
the reality of our Lord’s Divine nature during His 
earthly ministry by the practically simultaneous 
exercise of Divine power with submission to earthly 
limitations. The subject is inexhaustible and there 
can be no pretences on the part of the writer that 
the treatment can be adequate. We must however 
linger here and endeavour to make this point plain 
as upon it as has before been intimated the whole 
question turns. 

Were our Lord’s authority over us in any sense 
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limited, could we judge Him as so much one of 
ourselves as to justify us in accepting His utter- 
ances as not altogether binding upon us, reserva- 
tion in our acceptance of the Scriptures would 
follow as a matter of course. His standpoint being 
no longer above criticism we might interpret His 
teaching in accordance with modern sentiments and 
the Bible with still greater freedom. There would 
be room then for the view which obtains adhesion 
in many quarters that inspiration if it exists cannot 
be accurately defined and that in the absence of a 
final Court of Appeal we may exercise our own 
judgment and rely upon the conclusions arrived at 
thereby. It seems necessary therefore to dwell in 
this connection on our Lord’s Deity. Any good 
Concordance will give us passages which may be 
referred to. We shall here content ourselves with 
summarising a few of the salient points and citing 
when the need arises one or two examples in sup- 
port of our contention. 


CHAPTER VI 
MIRACLES 


AND first let us touch on the question of miracles.. 
If not of primary importance, it is, perhaps, that 
feature of our Lord’s ministry which most strikes: 
the imagination at first sight. It is singular that 
in an age when fresh discoveries are adding to our 
sources of information and investigations are being” 
conducted in regions deemed hitherto inaccessible,. 
miracles should be disbelieved and everything” 
bordering on the miraculous should be explained: 
away. It is quite true that the progress of science 
reveals much that was hidden from our ancestors, 
but those who are most deeply read have in every 
age been the most willing to confess that very much: 
is still beyond their ken, much more than is the 
small degree of knowledge to which they have at-. 
tained. It is not the intellectual giants who are 
vainglorious of their own powers but those whos 
exemplify the truth of the proverb “‘a little knowl- 
edge is a dangerous thing.’’ The Bible deals with 
marvellous events. Both Old and New Testaments: 
are full of them. We must either, therefore, 
accept the accuracy of its statements as originally 
made or reject it altogether. It is beside the mark 
to suppose that where some narrative may here and! 
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there have been found to be less miraculous than 
it has seemed that the question would be affected. 
The appearance, the teaching, the personality of 
Jesus Christ is the greatest miracle of all. His 
Incarnation, His Death and Resurrection are the 
_keystones of the whole position. On His testimony 
“we accept miracles as a matter of course. Whence 
-this disposition in so many quarters to-day to dis- 
‘trust the record of miracles? No thoughtful mind 
“can deny the statement of Psalm xix. ‘‘ the Heavens 
declare the glory of God and the firmament sheweth 
His handiwork.’’ Is the Creator in framing laws 
for the government of the worid to be incapable of 
.suspending or modifying these laws at will? If I 
manufacture a watch according to a certain pattern 
-am I absolutely bound under all conceivable cir- 
-cumstances by my own previous plan without power 
being reserved to shape an article by a somewhat 
«different process? We become familiar with the 
working of the laws of nature, revealing as they 
-do the Divine Intelligence by their harmony and 
scontinuity. It is not, however, for us to say that 
because the operation of these laws in a certain 
‘direction is obviously adapted to secure certain 
‘ends that from eternity to eternity no alteration is 
possible. And so in ancient times prophets were 
permitted to work miracles, and in the power of the 
Saviour Who sent them forth the Apostles were 
similarly endowed, ‘‘ the Lord worketh with them 
sand confirming the Word with signs following ”’ 
(Mark xvi. 20). It will be seen from what has just 
‘been said that the fact of our Lord’s having worked 
"miracles is not in itself a proof of His Deity, yet, 
ecombined with the claims He put forth, which we 
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Shall subsequently consider, the miracles have a 
high evidential value. Nicodemus, albeit at the 
moment he had not learned to humble himself at 
_ the feet of the great Teacher, learning, as he event- 

ually did, the secret of the New Birth, expresses a 
simple fact when he declares (John iii. 2), ‘‘ No 
man can do these miracles that Thou doest except 
God be with him.’’ Coupled with the assertion 
of His Deity the miracles were the proof which all 
men might read that He was ‘‘a Teacher sent 
from God,’’ and that His utterances, whatever 
their nature, must have an authority which no man 
could arrogate to himself. Elijah and Elisha in 
the Old Testament, Peter and Paul in the New 
never ventured to use the language which fell from 
the Master’s lips. They made no secret of the 
power by which they worked wonders. Neither 
does the Lord, but there is this mighty distinction. 
Prophet and Apostle claim no inherent preroga- 
tive. Jesus Christ points us to Himself. It is this 
which is frequently overlooked by those who, while 
expressing admiration for our Lord, explicitly or 
implicitly deny His Divinity. There is a personal 
note in the utterances of the Saviour of mankind 
not only incomprehensible but impossible were He 
not more than man. We see nothing like it in any 
of the holy men of old, nor do we find it in any of 
the Apostles who bore witness to Him. Take a 
very familiar passage: Matt. xi. 28-30. Notice to 
begin with the declaration in the preceding verses. 
Holiness and humility are inseparable, and as Man 
our Lord in verse 29 asserts His claim to be meek 
and lowly in heart. Yet in verse 27 He employs 
language altogether inconsistent with a merely 
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human personality. The invitation “‘Come unto 
Me” derives an added force from what has just 
been stated. It is the word of a King. The 
Sovereign of the Universe pleads with souls. He 
directs attention to Himself and then promises 
what millions have rejoiced to find made good in 
their own experience. ‘‘I will give you rest.” 
Imagine the holiest Apostle assuming such 
authority and the absurdity of any system which 
takes the crown from His brow is apparent. Nor 
does this passage stand alone. To quote but a 
very few we have ‘‘I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life”’ in John xiv. 6. ‘‘ I am the Resur- 
rection and the Life’’ in John xi. 25; while, as 
we shall see more fully when we study together 
our Lord’s witness to the Scriptures, the Lord 
Jesus was what no other preacher has dared to be, 
the text of His own sermon in Luke iv. May those 
words remain with us: ‘“‘I will give you rest’’; 
never more wanted now when there is so much 
rush, too much gush, too little hush in our lives; 
a rest worth having, a rest from One Who brings 
to us no spiritual opiate to lull our consciences to 
sleep until the great and terrible awakening, but a 
peace which passeth all understanding, irradiating 
our lives, pillowing our dying heads upon Omni- 
potence, and continued on the other side the stream 
through all eternity. 


CHAPTER VII 
BIBLE DECLARATIONS 


THE subject upon which we have now entered will 
be seen by every careful student of God’s Word to 
be unlimited. The whole Bible bears witness to 
Christ. He is the One and only Centre of Unity. 
Prophecies innumerable point to Him as the com- 
ing Deliverer. Types more or less vivid are drawn 
out in order to present Him to the reader under 
various aspects. The Mosaic Law, which found 
its fulfilment in Him, would be comparatively 
meaningless without Him. It might still be pos- 
sible to assign to the historic Moses a high place 
as beneficent legislator and sanitary reformer. His 
own character would be shorn of what invests it 
with deepest interest, and the Ceremonial Law 
would become a mere accumulation of insuppor- 
table burdens without any efficacy whatever. Our 
object however here is rather to emphasise the 
point of our Lord’s Deity as preliminary to the 
demonstration that if His witness cannot but be 
absolutely trustworthy we have no course open te 
us but to accept the Scriptures in their entirety. 
To thousands this stands in need of no proof. 
Jesus Christ is Himself the Proof, so infinitely 
precious, so plainly made known to heart and con- 
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science by the operation of the Holy Ghost. His 
Word so clearly the Law of Life: they need no 
other. But the Bible is read and studied by many 
who do not know Him and have no peace and joy 
through believing on him. Such may by their 
high character and scholarly attainments carry 
weight deservedly but nothing on the other hand 

is more certain than that the handling of the Ark | 
of God by other than consecrated hands can lead 
to nothing less than disaster. A childish spirit is 
not demanded. Only credulity would suggest that 
crude and undigested theories should be at once 
accepted as proved facts. A childlike spirit is, 
however, imperative. Jehovah will be inquired of, 
and it is not for a moment to be anticipated that 
the secret of the Lord (Ps. xcv. 14) is going to be 
revealed unless the essential accompaniment of filial 
fear makes a way for the declaration of His will. 

We propose therefore now to put before our 
readers a few passages, culled from the Gospels, 
proving our Lord’s Deity, something very different 
from a vague Divinity in which His creatures are 
imagined to share. 

Notice then first two explicit declarations of His 
Messiahship (John iv. 26; Mark xiv. 61, 62). The 
one at the commencement of His earthly ministry 
to the woman at the well, the other to the high 
priest at His trial. Nothing could be more def- 
inite. Nothing could more clearly indicate His 
Sovereignty. No mere man has ever ventured to 
frame such words as these. 

John i. 14, 15, 18. This passage has a special 
value in conjunction with many other statements as 
involving the truth of Christ’s pre-existence which 
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is emphatically implied in the well-known ‘‘ Bible- 
in Miniature ’’ (John iii. 16), and stated to the Jews. 
discomfiture in John viii. 58. Only one conclusion 
can be drawn from assertions such as these. 

Matt. xviii. 20; xxviii. 20 may usefully be pon- 
dered together. They embody the assurance of the’ 
Saviour’s Presence wherever His people are 
gathered in His Name. During His life here the: 
promise held good and Nathanael, albeit he had’ 
imagined himself alone, had the Lord’s Omni- 
presence brought home to him (John i. 48) in a 
very remarkable way. The later promise concerns. 
Christ’s people in all ages or rather to the end of 
the age. It may be asked parenthetically why 
this limitation? The answer is not far to seek. 
Now Jesus dwells with us: then we with Him. 
Now He is in a sense the Guest, although in a deep: 
sense even now the Host (Rev. iii. 20). Then at 
the Marriage Supper of the Lamb ‘‘ we shall see 
Him as He is”’ (1 John iii. 2). 

John xii. 41. Here is an inspired comment. An 
unprejudiced student will have no difficulty in 
asserting the unity of Isaiah in studying this and 
the succeeding verses. We quote it now rather to- 
lay stress upon a reference which is unmistakable 
and which would be inexplicable were it not that 
He Who is the supreme Object of Worship is 
identical with the Saviour Who died that sinners 
might live. 

John xx. 28. The cry of the once doubting but 
now believing Thomas may well be adduced in this 
connection. The worship was accepted without 
protest. The homage was rendered, recognised as 
the Master’s due and as such received by Him. 
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Scripture abounds in examples of attempts at wor- 
ship which are sternly rebuked. Peter (Acts x. 
26) and Paul (xiv. 15) are cases in point, and even 
the holy angel of the Apocalypse (Rev. xix. 10). 
This honour is reserved for God alone. Christ as 
God claims it, accepts it, and by and by either at 
or under His feet will this claim be substantiated 
(Phoh ota): 

We pass from this branch of the subject with 
mingled feelings. No feature of the present age 
is more calculated to awaken gloomy forebodings 
than the practical scepticism of many in our 
churches and chapels. Christ, it is true, is held up 
by the majority as a great Example but the same 
voices which sound His praises deny constructively 
His Godhead. We should be tender in judging 
individuals. Multitudes are being led in these days 
along the by-paths of the Higher Criticism who 
entirely fail to grasp the significance of the position 
they are taking up. Certain passages are quoted 
to which we shall presently allude which appear to 
‘point to such limitations as might justify the lan- 
guage employed concerning Him. Those upon 
which we have dwelt, and many might be added, 
all point to one conclusion—that Jesus Christ is 
and ever has been very and eternal God. The 
Second Person of the ever-blessed Trinity came 
into this sinful, sorrowing world to die that we 
might live. From His judgment there is no appeal. 
He must be All in all. 


CHAPTER VIII 
THE KENOSIS 


WE have endeavoured hitherto to draw attention 
to a few of the many proofs of our Lord’s Deity 
with the especial object in view of substantiating 
His utterances as to Holy Scripture and thereby 
confirming its authenticity. This is the great Fact 
to which all others are contributory. The question 
““What saith the Scripture?’’ is indissolubly 
connected with that kindred inquiry, ‘‘ What think 
ye of Christ? ’’ Christianity is involved in the 
response. If we may say so with reverence, we 
must either take Christ or leave Him and die with- 
out hope. There is no neutral ground: no half-way 
house. The issue is clear and positive. It now 
remains for us to examine a theory of the Kenosis 
which if endorsed would go far to justify the sup- 
position that in some respects, however above criti- 
cism His intentions may have been, His words and 
actions may yet be treated from the ordinary stand- 
point. 

Two passages are mainly relied upon as establish- 
ing this view. Let us consider them in detail. 

One is Phil. ii. 5-8 of which the following is a 
translation embodying Bishop Lightfoot’s render- 
ing, ‘‘ Let this mind be in you (i.e. adopt the same 
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mental standpoint) which was (and is) also in Christ 
Jesus, Who being in the form of God did not look 
upon equality with God as a Prize which must not 
slip from His grasp but He emptied Himself ,* 
taking the form of a slave, made in the likeness of 
man, and being found in fashion as a man (i.e. 
recognised by man’s senses as really man) He 
humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the Cross.” 

Clearly this passage points to the assumption of 
a true human nature by our Blessed Lord and as we 
have already seen in these papers there is abundant 
evidence of this in His earthly ministry. No 
Christian denies it. We rejoice that we have a 
great High Priest Who was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin. His sympathy is. 
real, deep and true, not only because His love ex- 
ceeds all human love but because He has trodden 
the valley before us. We follow His steps. His 
teaching is the teaching of experience. He know- 
eth our frame. But did He, does He, cease to be: 
God? It is quite sufficient to bear in mind those 
expressive words. ‘*‘ He humbled Himself.’’ He 
changed His condition; He could not change His 
character. The King laid aside the attributes of 
royalty. He is still King of kings and Lord of 
lords. Of His dominion there shall be no end. 
However carefully the passage may be scrutinised 
it teaches no less and no more. The Kenosis was 
real but it was voluntary however often the disciples 
might be tempted to forget it (Matt. xxvi. 53). He 
laid down His life for the sheep (John x. 17). 

The other text-is Mark xiii. 32, in which the sub- 


*Eautgn ekenose, hence the word kenosis emptying. 
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ject of the Lord’s discourse is the coming of the 
Son of Man in the clouds. Here there is an express 
limitation. ‘‘ But of that day and hour knoweth no 
man, no, not the Angels which are in Heaven, 
neither the Son but the Father.’’ As man it would 
seem that on that particular point our Lord had been 
willing to have His power of predicting the future 
veiled. We have unquestionably a mystery here: 
one which we are not in a condition to comprehend, 
but no argument can be drawn therefrom as to 
possibility of inaccuracy in any statement made; the 
argument is indeed one which tells in another 
direction because while informing His hearers of 
what they would never have otherwise ascertained, 
His character for veracity is the more firmly estab- 
lished. Nothing but truth can emanate from One 
Who is Himself the Truth. This passage, more- 
over, while not in itself proving His Godhead may 
be cited as contributory to the establishment of this 
great truth, and for this reason the Saviour deliber- 
ately places Himself in a class apart from and above 
not only men but Angels. He Who made Himself 
lower than the Angels is far closer to the Father. 
How can we who are but dust and ashes attempt to 
scrutinise and investigate the deepest mysteries ? 
The characteristics of the present age are painfully 
in contrast with the reverence with which we should 
approach the things of God. The well-known lines 
have a sad appropriateness when applied to this 
feature of the age, ‘‘ Fools rush in where Angels 
fear to tread.’’? In saying this we are not presum- 
ing to include in our category all critics or implying 
discouragement of prayerful study. Far from it. 
God’s Word however must be appropriated with 
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trembling. The richest treasure awaits the humble 
seeker, but in the King’s Presence, a Presence in 
which Abraham, Isaiah, Daniel, John, felt the 
deepest humiliation, none of us dare overlook the 
exhortation of the Apostle, ‘‘ be not high-minded 
but fear.’”’ 

One other passage ought not to be overlooked in 
this connection, the query addressed to our Lord 
in Mark x. 17, with the answer in the following 
verse. Why, it is asked, did the Master depreciate 
the title by which He was addressed by so hopeful a 
suppliant? Canon Ainger’s reply may well be 
given as a sufficient explanation. ‘‘ He repudiated 
the term, not because it was not true but because 
in the mouth of him who used it it was a mere 
phrase, a compliment, an official term of respect to 
a professional teacher . . . Admiration is not faith 
because it is not worship.”’ 


CHAPTER IX 
OUI. LORD’S TESTIMONY TO SCRIPTURE 


WE have now approached a point at which we may 
usefully select a few passages out of many in which 
our Blessed Lord Himself affirms the authenticity 
of Scriture. We have seen that He is not only 
Divine in a general sense but that He is very and 
eternal God: that His claims can be admitted upon 
no other hypothesis: that His character demands 
attention as unique, admiration as transcendent, 
allegiance as that of One Who is the Truth as well 
as the Way and the Life through Whom alone the 
Father can be approached. How then does He 
Who spake as never man spake handle the Bible? 
What importance does He attach to it? Has the 
view of those who admit a subordinate inspiration 
any justification in His utterances or not? It will 
be seen that upon this the whole question depends. 
A. critic, it may be asserted, may furnish himself 
with many plausible arguments which seem at first 
sight to tell against the acceptance of the literal 
truth of what the Bible says, but what says the 
wholly inspired Commentator? How does He 
approach the subject? When the King speaks we 
must listen and adore. In doing so reason is satis- 
fied quite as much as faith. The least He Who has 
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bought us can demand at our hands is obedience to 
His will when once that will has been made known. 
The testimony of myriads has been in every age 
emphatic. John vii. 17 has been fulfilled in their 
own experience. They have been ready to be 
taught, anxious to learn and the interpretation of 
the Master’s will has been supplied. Step by step 
the humble believer is led on in his acquaintance 
with Christian verities: he learns at Jesus’ feet and 
the Lord’s dealings become every day plainer as his 
intimacy gets closer with the Lord Himself. 

Let us now examine briefly some of our Lord’s 
references to the Old Testament. 

In Gen. ii. 24 we have the ordinance of marriage, 
very much older, as also is the Law of the Sabbath, 
than the Ten Commandments. Adam’s words here 
are explicit and as such are quoted by our Lord in 
Matt. xix. 4 (see Mark x. 6) and connecting verses. 
The fact of the creation of the human race. is 
asserted, the authority of the written Word is up- 
held and later on the Law of Moses is mentioned. 
He is treated as a literal historical personage, his 
directions are illustrated and expounded and the 
conclusion of this reasoning is irresistible that the 
Mosaic account of the Creation is accepted in its 
entirety and its authority demonstrated and estab- 
lished. No one doubts the possession by the Jews 
of these ancient oracles and the importance attachecl 
to them. They were clearly accepted as genuine 
and as having the force of Law. We rest not how: 
ever on national testimony, however valuable, but: 
on the declaration of the Truth Himself. Believe’ 
His Word and the most ancient of all documents is' 
recognised as trustworthy. Discard His statements 
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and you deprive Him at once of the crown which He 
alone can wear. His language, capable of but one 
interpretation, cannot be distorted with impunity. 

Let us look now at another reference to very 
ancient history. The story of the Flood and of the 
Ark involves many difficulties. Miraculous inter- 
vention will alone account for its forming part of 
the history of mankind. Traditions of a Deluge 
abound, confirming the sacred narrative by the evi- 
dence they supply of a great catastrophe. For an 
authentic account we must go to Genesis. For a 
‘corroboration of this we have only to take the warn- 
ing words of the Messiah (Matt. xxiv. 37, 38); 
(see Luke xvii. 26, 27) to give us what is wanted. 
In solemn tones the Saviour warns the impenitent 
of the peril of the course upon which they have 
entered. He points out how unlikely it appeared 
to men during Noah’s ministry that the predicted 
destruction of the world could embrace accom- 
plished facts. Life went on very much as it always 
had. Business and pleasure absorbed the energies 
of the race. No thought of coming judgment dis- 
turbed the equanimity of those who had no concern 
for what lay beyond the grave. But the Flood 
came. Had this not been a fact no one could have 
alluded to it in such terms without being convicted 
at once of trifling with the most awful of all sub- 
jects, least of all could He Whose love for sinners 
led Him to give Himself for them utter one syllable 
which could be explained away to meet something 
altogether different to that which would alone invest 
His words with significance. No. The story of 
the Deluge is true and the chief Witness is the 
‘Saviour of the world. 
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Briefly we may also turn to one other citation 
from very ancient history. The study of Matt. xxiii. 
35 may leave us in doubt as to the identity of 
Zacharias. More than one individual is mentioned 
as fulfilling the conditions. The Lord knew to 
whom He referred but we may legitimately hold 
different views in the absence of conclusive evi- 
dence as to the precise personage He had in view. 
No such doubt can attach to the allusion to Abel. 
He is mentioned as one whose name supplies to an 
audience, well acquainted with the sacred record, 
all necessary information concerning him. Who 
can doubt with this passage before him the literal 
accuracy of the story of Cain and Abel? 

In continuing our subject we may now usefully 
turn to Luke iv. where our Lord’s employment of 
Scripture is open to but one explanation, He is in 
the synagogue of Nazareth and, invited to take part 
in the service, the eyes of all, partly from curiosity, 
partly from an awe which they could but imperfectly 
comprehend, were fastened on Him. It was here 
that He had been brought up. His youth had been 
sinless but not conspicuous. Those eighteen years 
passed in obscurity, in simply carrying out 
His calling and, in doing so, setting a perpetual 
example to His followers of the supreme value of 
“the daily round, the common task ”’ of the irre- 
sistible logic of the life. It is easy to speculate, 
imperative that we should reverence, but, as an old 
writer quaintly puts it, ‘‘ where the Scripture has 
no tongue we must have no ears.’”’ The striking 
utterance of a modern author may however be 
appropriately quoted, ‘‘a romance would have 
given us an obtrusively superhumaa babyhood and 
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boyhood, thick-set with miracles and self-assertiom 
. -. nothing but the honest simplicity of truth: 
could have saved St Luke from this.’? And now: 
His public ministry has commenced and among. 
*“ His own people ’’ He announces His mission. 
The Preacher is the text of His own sermon. No» 
other before or since has been in a position to do» 
this. One of the mightiest of Christ’s soldiers. 
could only say (2 Cor. iv. 5), ‘‘ we preach not our- 
selves but Christ Jesus the Lord and ourselves your- 
servants for Jesus’ sake.’’ Christ preaches Him- 
self. In doing so He quotes Isaiah. The fulfil- 
ment, as Dr Waller has pointed out, is applied to» 
Scripture, not to Isaiah’s thoughts. We see at a 
glance and on the highest authority whence the in-- 
spiration of the prophet was derived. Furthermore 
Elijah and Elisha are expressly referred to and. 
miracles associated with their names substantiated 
and the lessons enforced. Here we have the Divine 
Seal set upon a record of marvellous occurrences. 
amongst the most fascinating in the sacred volume 
but because of this extraordinary feature regarded 
as open to criticism. The Supreme Critic delivers 
His judgment. We take the accounts of these old- 
time heroes of truth upon His testimony and the 
precious lessons conveyed thereby acquire fresh in- 
fluence on our hearts and lives. 

This branch of our subject might be indefinitely 
prolonged, and considering its importance too much 
attention can hardly be devoted to it. Every careful 
student of the Gospels sees how saturated our 
Lord’s mind was with the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament, how constantly He appeals to them, how 
distinctly He endorses their statements and gives. 
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them the weight of His authority. To Him 
Abraham, Moses, David were real characters; the 
narratives in which they so prominently figure, 
genuine history. It is impossible to suggest doubts 
-concerning them without at the same time casting 
suspicion upon Him. He Who is the Truth has 
nothing to do with error except to combat it. His 
utterances are those of a Being of absolute and un- 
-erring wisdom. To those to whom He is precious 
His assertions and conclusions appeal with over- 
whelming force. 

Let us now give an instance of the methods em- 
ployed by many modern expositors which, as we 
‘believe, tend, if accepted, to poison the stream at 
its fountain-head. In three Gospels mention is 
made of the statement in Psalm cx. bearing upon 
that most momentous of all questions. ‘‘ What 
‘think ye of Christ?’ It is pointed out that 
David’s language infers that the subject of his can- 
ticle is a mysterious Person Who is his Son and yet 
“his Lord and the inquiry is addressed to the listen- 
ing multitude—we may quote the words in Mark 
‘Xi. 36, 37. ‘* For David himself said by the Holy 
Ghost, the Lord said unto my Lord, sit Thou on 
My right hand till I make Thine enemies Thy foot- 
stool, David therefore calleth Him Lord, and 
“whence is He then his Son? ’’ The lesson is plain. 
*Christ is both David’s Son and David’s Lord—God 
and Man—born of a woman and yet the Lord of 
-all. Let it be noted moreover that the whole point 
of the passage is based on the Davidic authorship 
-of the Psalm. Our Lord asserts this in language 
which is unmistakably clear. He teaches a lesson 
“of overwhelming importance in which the fact of 
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David’s having spoken these words is involved in 
His explanation. Now we are not bound on this 
account to be sure that David fully comprehended 
the force of his words. ‘‘ Holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,’’ carried 
on, that is to say, by an irresistible impulse, carried 
often, no doubt, beyond themselves. What is 
maintained is that David and no one else must have 
written Psalm cx. Why are we so positive? because 
our Master says so. Critics are now busy in 
assigning a later date to most of the Psalms. It 
is quite true that David was not the writer of them 
all. Psalm xc. is ascribed to Moses. Psalm 
Ixxiii. and others to Asaph. Some were earlier, 
many later than the time of the Shepherd King, 
but when Christ speaks, to those who regard His 
authority as paramount, the matter is settled. And 
yet we are asked to sever this Psalm from David. 
Some assert that our Lord’s intention was to state 
a truth without being particular as to details. That 
in other words is to assert that He knowingly 
created a false impression, yielding in doing so to 
the prejudices of His audience. Our Lord and 
Saviour could not have done this. Even a truthful 
man would have shrunk from such conduct. The 
critics themselves in a matter affecting their daily 
life would resent the imputation if cast upon them- 
selves. A mere man who prides himself on his 
word being his bond would be indignant were such 
juggling with phrases ascribed to himself. Another 
alternative is that our Lord really did not know 
whether or not David wrote that Psalm. He had 
imbibed the popular notion. Asa Jew He thought 
He was speaking the truth. One shrinks from 
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stating the case so broadly. It seems like sacri- 
lege even to hint at such notions as this, but He 
Who knows the heart knows that the motive is to 
make as evident as possible the facts of the case. 
Those who make these statements for the most part 
do not stop to think out the inevitable results of 
their acceptance in their entirety. Once more let us 
be tender as to motives but repudiate that false 
charity which, while it would repel the smallest 
suggestion against the honour of an earthly friend 
is blinded by the delusion that the character of Him 
before Whose judgment-seat we shall hereafter 
stand can be assailed with impunity. 

Hitherto it has been our endeavour to trace in- 
stances in which our Lord’s testimony to Holy 
Scripture establishes its authenticity. These might 
be indefinitely multiplied and the careful reader has 
only to go through the Gospels, noticing not only 
the quotations but manifold allusions of our 
Blessed Master in order to ascertain what the atti- 
tude of those who profess to be His disciples must 
be. There can be no appeal against authority such 
as His, His will is law: His sayings infallible. 
The Truth could not be capable of inaccuracy and 
retain the claim to the title. It is perfectly true 
that Christ did not come to teach science and many 
wonders are left without elucidation in the Book 
which concerns itself with Him Whose Name is 
Wonderful. On the other hand, while the language 
of everyday life is necessarily employed, as in the 
mention of the rising and setting of the sun, there 
is no contradiction of the ascertained facts of 
science. 


Let us now however refer to two passages which 
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should appeal to us with peculiar force. We find 
both in the last chapter of St Luke’s Gospel. Here 
the risen Saviour speaks. He died for our sins. 
He has now risen for our justification. No longer 
is He subject to the limitations of His earthly life. 
No longer is He being in all things tempted like as 
we are. Calvary is past. On the Cross He paid the 
penalty for a world’s guilt. On the first Easter 
morning God the Father gave the receipt in full. 
He had burst the bars of the tomb. By His rising 
again He had given His people a pledge that they 
should rise as well. 

And now He comes to the companions of His 
earthly pilgrimage. At such a time had His atti- 
tude towards the Old Testament Scriptures been in 
any way determined by His mortal environments, 
we should look for some modification of His 
language, some concession to the prejudice of those 
who object to take the words of the old Book as 
literally true. But what do we find? In verse 25 He 
upbraids the travellers to Emmaus for their short- 
sighted folly in failing to comprehend the message 
of the prophets; in verse 26 He demonstrates that 
the predictions of a suffering Messiah must refer to 
Himself, and in verse 27, ‘‘ beginning at Moses and 
all the prophets He expounded unto them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself.’’? What 
a privilege to have been a member of such a Bible. 
Class as this. The lesson for us to-day is not far 
to seek. It merely amplifies and emphasises the 
declaration: ‘‘ Search the Scriptures for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life and they are they which 
testify of Me’ (John v. 39). The audience He then 
addressed recognised their authority as many 
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modern critics do not, but they had failed to see 
through humble, prayerful scrutiny that there was 
One Great Centre of the whole and that this Centre 
is the living Christ. 

If possible more striking still is the language 
employed in verses 44 to 48. Here the Eleven are 
dealt with and He opens their understanding—He 
alone can do this—to understand the Scriptures. 
What Scriptures ? the Law of Moses, the Prophets, 
the Psalms—the very Scriptures which form the 
Old Testament to-day. Surely no clearer proof 
could be afforded of the unique character of the 
Bible and the necessity for viewing from the 
Master’s standpoint and from no other, those 
Scriptures which are able to make us wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 


CHAPTER X 
THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLES 


IN previous pages an endeavour has been made- 
to shew how clear, consistent, and convincing is- 
our Lord’s testimony to the authenticity of Holy 
Scripture. This is quite sufficient evidence for 
those who, taught by the Holy Ghost, depend on 
Him for time and for eternity. We have an infal-. 
lible Saviour. His word is Law. His standpoint 
is ours. We reverence the Bible because He: 
Himself directs our attention to it as witnessing’ 
to Him. 

Let us now, however, notice the language of 
the Apostles. They, when once on the Day of 
Pentecost they had received the outpouring of the 
living Spirit, became the commissioned messengers: 
in the fullest sense of the Lord of Hosts. They 
are not infallible like their Master, but in follow- 
ing Him, in directing the attention of their hearers: 
to the Scriptures, they exhibit their credentials,. 
while simultaneously their ministry is invested 
with an authority which creates at the same time a 
solemn responsbility for those who benefit by their~ 
teaching. Possessing widely different characteris- 
tics, unlike each other in temperament and associa- 
tions as well as social position, their emphatic: 
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unity only emphasises the fact for which we are 
contending and tends to confirm the inspiration of 
the Word of God. 

To take St Peter first. The notes which we have 
-—they are but notes though recorded under Divine 
-superintendence—of his address on the Day of 

Pentecost are distinguished by their constant refer- 
vences to the Old Testament. Acts ii. 16 cites the 
‘prophet Joel and states that his predictions are 
now in process of fulfilment. Verse 25 takes us 
‘to the Sixteenth Psalm asserting its Davidic author- 
«ship and Messianic interpretation; verse 30 brings 
-us to the promise of 2 Sam. vii. and Psalm cxxxii.; 
“verse 34 quotes Psalm cx. of which we have already 
‘had something to say. Again in verse 13 of the 
‘following chapter, Old and New Testament His- 
tory are brought together and Abraham, Isaac, 
-and Jacob treated as historical characters; in verse 
18 we have it stated that a suffering Messiah had 
‘been foretold. The times of refreshing in the 
‘following verse recall to us the prophecies of 
Jeremiah and Zechariah. The prophets are again 
‘spoken of in distinct and solemn terms in verse 21, 
while the verses which follow abound in scriptural 
‘references: the famous prediction of Moses, the 
-consensus of testimony which began with Samuel, 
.a reminder of the Abrahamic covenant. St Peter 
‘makes positive assertions. But he speaks with no 
-desire to enhance his own importance. He has 
‘his warrant, the Scriptures of the living God. 
Leaving other passages let us turn to the Epistles 
~of this great Apostle. Someone has said that we 
‘have in the Bible three Peters sharply contrasted. 
“The Peter of the Gospels, impetuous and self- 
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willed, sincerely loving his Lord but perpetually 
hampered by self-confidence; the Peter of the Acts, 
strong in faith, endued with power from on high 
but occasionally yielding to his own impulsiveness 
and thoughtlessness; the Peter of the Epistles is 
a shock of corn fully ripe, ready to be gathered into 
the King’s garner. No trace of pride is left. He 
lives now habitually in the Master’s presence. To 
every utterance under such circumstances would 
peculiar weight inevitably attach. We shall take 
now in order some salient passages to prove our 
point. 

1 Peter i. 11. This is important in demonstra- 
ting the agency of the Holy Spirit in the com- 
pilation of the Scriptures, the united testimony 
brought to bear on the truth of a suffering Messiah 
and the glory which awaited Him when His 
purpose was accomplished. 

1 Peter ii. 2. A tender exhortation on the need 
and blessedness attending the supply of spiritual 
nutriment. We are not asked to be childish but 
the blessing is dependent on our being childlike. 

1 Peter iii. 20. A difficult passage of which 
many interpretations have been given. It is 
sufficient here to call attention to Noah and the 
circumstances of the Deluge. 

2 Peter i. 21. A statement of priceless value. 
The Book, or more strictly speaking the library 
with many writers has but One Author. We 
have already more than once cited this passage. 

2 Peter ii. 5. Another reference to Noah. 

2 Peter ii. 6. The destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah a historical event. 


2 Peter ii. 7, 8. Valuable light upon the char- 
E 
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acter of Lot. It is noticeable that in the New 
Testament the sins of Old Testament Saints are 
not mentioned. We should have been in doubt 
as to Lot’s salvation had this paragraph had no 
existence. 

2 Peter ii. 15. Balaam, the weird prophet, moved 
by the Divine Spirit but with heart unchanged, 
the Judas of ancient times is mentioned and the 
story of the ass confirmed. 


St Paut’s TESTIMONY 


In studying the writings of the great Apostle to 
the Gentiles it will be best owing to the abundance 
of material to confine our attention to a few pas- 
sages which are especially noticeable. If St Paut 
can be shown to regard the Scriptures from His 
Master’s standpoint the traditional view as it is 
sometimes called will be found to be supported by 
one of the most accomplished scholars, deep 
thinkers and acute logicians the world has ever 
known. 

We may commence with the memorable address 
delivered in the Synagogue of Antioch in Pisidia 
and reported in Acts xiii. The Apostle in taking 
his first missionary journey and speaking to Jews, 
recapitulates some of the main incidents of Jewish 
history. Without going into details it may be 
pointed out that the sojourn in Egypt, the wan- 
derings in the. wilderness, the entrance into and 
settlement in the Promised Land, the reign of the 
Judges, the rule of Samuel, the choice of Saul by 
the people, of David by Jehovah as King are all 
alluded to and cited as facts admitting of no dis- 


. THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLES 67 


pute. The old and the new dispensations are to 
be connected, the blindness of those who despised 
or ignored the testimony of the prophets is scath- 
ingly exposed, the Resurrection of Christ is 
brought into prominence as the climax of the 
tragedy on Calvary of which the Word had spoken. 
Quotations meet us from the Psalms, David is re- 
garded as peculiarly a type of Christ, and the Law 
of Moses is adverted to, that Law which had been 
fulfilled in the Person of the One and only Saviour. 
There cannot be any more question as to St Paul’s 
title to inspiration if his speech is carefully studied 
than as to that of St Peter, so closely resembling 
it on the Day of Pentecost. 

Romans iv. is a profitable study. David is the 
author of the Thirty-second Psalm. Abraham the 
father of the faithful is the subject of the argument 
and the illustration of his faith and that of Sarah 
is incompatible with any notion that the history is 
legendary. Great truths, involving matters of life 
and death cannot be asserted and substantiated by 
fables. 

Another passage is important. 2 Cor. xi. 3 is 
inexplicable save on the supposition that our first 
parents are made known to us with entire accuracy 
in the story of the Fall. 1 Tim. ii. 14 may be com- 
pared with this. To explain the early chapters of 
Genesis as a mere allegory or myth in the face of 
these statements is to set aside any real authority 
attaching to the Apostle’s words and indeed to 
throw doubts upon his integrity. 

Acts xvii. may be usefully referred to as making 
clear the position taken up by the great teacher 
throughout his ministry. It is well worthy of our 
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careful perusal because he is here only the repre- 
sentative of all who like him have received a Divine 
commission to proclaim God’s truth. No preacher 
has any message to deliver on his own authority. 
It must come from God and consecrated lips must — 
utter it. The humblest believer in the Lord Jesus 
can tell to others from personal experience a 
Saviour’s love. The highest official position is 
valueless if the Holy Ghost has not enlightened the 
speaker and filled him with his Master’s Spirit. 
We are not for a moment undervaluing the advan- 
tages of a duly constituted ministry: this is a prac- 
tical necessity and the carrying out of a scriptural 
principle. But the Spirit quickeneth whom He 
will and the one qualification for effective service 
is the possession of saving grace. We are led to 
make these remarks because of the emphasis laid 
in the opening verses of this chapter upon the 
Apostle’s position. He went with no message of 
his own. He may have touched upon many subjects 
but his business was not to preach notions but 
Christ. ‘‘ As his manner was.’? We are simply 
given an illustration of his invariable custom. He 
“* reasoned with them.’’ The Scriptures were his 
authority, his one standard of appeal, he desired 
no other. ‘‘ Opening and alleging ’’—notice the 
order. He first proves his point, then makes his 
statement. Then a few verses further down we 
see the contrast between Thessalonica and Berea. 
Verse 11 shews that the Bereans did not take the 
Apostle on trust. This was precisely what he 
desired. He claimed no right to effect a revolution 
in their lives by any persuasiveness of his own. 
He had far higher credentials. They went to the 
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Word. This they prayerfully searched and the 
result was the fulfilment of their teacher’s highest 
hopes. It is this Word we have to-day. Let us 
prove its integrity. Possessing this jewel we need 
no other. 

St James’ references to the Old Testament 
Scriptures may now claim our attention. If the 
general view that the writer of the Epistle is 
identical with the presiding elder at Jerusalem is 
correct, we may notice Acts xv. 15, 16, where a 
quotation from the prophet Amos is introduced and 
in connection with it a glance is taken at the fulfil- 
ment of prophecy in the calling not only of the 
children of Abraham but of the Gentiles also. The 
teference to Moses in verse 21 and to the Law which 
he promulgated must not be overlooked. James v. 
is important as endorsing the history of Job in 
verse 11, and later on in the chapter the Apostle 
not only confirms the history of Elijah but furnishes 
us by the Spirit’s guidance with the additional 
detail that the prophet prayed that it might not 
rain and was, in fact, instrumental in causing the 
drought. Incidentally we may notice that, terrible 
as the consequences were and great as the apparent 
failure of this desire for the vindication of God’s 
honour seemed at first, the Divine assurance that 
seven thousand faithful ones remained and the 
subsequent history of Elisha, are proofs to the 
contrary. 

St John contributes some valuable allusions to 
Old Testament writings, none more so than 1 John 
iii. 12. The early narrative of Genesis is seen to be 
fact, and not fable, and the Apostle and Evangelist 
filled with the Holy Ghost is a truer and safer 
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witness than speculators who, while they endeavour 
to destroy, offer no substitute for faith. 

St Jude gives us information unobtainable else- 
where. The Book of Enoch reminds us of him who 
was translated that he should not see death, and 
the following incidents of Old Testament history 
receive mention and confirmation (verse 5), the 
deliverance from Egypt, the destruction of the 
cities of the plain, the death of Moses; while Cain, 
Balaam, and Korah are taken as types of various 
evils and an intimate acquaintance is displayed 
of the circumstances in which they were placed. 

Finally, in concluding this branch of our subject, 
let us prayerfully consider Rev. xxii. 18, 19. Here 
One speaks Who has greater authority than Apostle 
or prophet. He must be heard with reverence. His 
decision is final. May God give us grace to lay to 
heart the solemn words of Isaiah Ixvi. 1, 2, ‘‘ Thus 
saith the Lord, The heaven is My throne, and the 
earth is My footstool; where is the house that ye 
built unto Me? and where is the place of My rest? 
For all these things hath Mine hand made, and 
all those things have been, saith the Lord: but to 
this man will I look even to him that is poor and 
of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My Word.”’ 


CHAPTER: XI 
DOUBTS AND DIFFICULTIES 


iT seems right to refer at this stage to causes which 
have led to the unsettlement of some minds as to 
the truth of revelation. We say ‘‘ some”’ advisedly. 
We do not deny the existence of the honest 
doubter. Thomas has had his counterparts in 
every age. Some temperaments are more open to 
sceptical suggestions than others. To brand such 
people as being wilfully hostile is to state what is 
untrue. On the other hand, in too many instances, 
the wish is father to the thought. Men reject the 
truth as is pointed out in John iii. 19 because 
they love darkness rather than light, and unbelief 
has its root in pride. Vain man would be wise 
{Job xi. 12), as one of Job’s friends said, but he 
wants to become wise in his own way. No learning 
is possible unless the pupil is ready to be subor- 
dinate to his instructor. It cannot be supposed that 
in the School of Christ, where none of us can 
aspire to a higher status than that of pupil teacher, 
a different rule could apply. 

We approach accordingly the subject of Old 
Testament difficulties without desiring in the least 
to deny that difficulties exist. Is this a matter for 
surprise? Would it not be infinitely more strange 
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were there no difficulties at all? The Maker of the 
Universe condescends through the medium of His 
Word to place Himself in communication with His 
creatures. Is it to be anticipated that all that He 
says will be immediately intelligible? Does any 
child fully comprehend his father’s actions with 
regard to him? Are we never to look for the love 
and confidence of our children unless and until we 
account to them for the steps we may feel it our 
duty to take in training them for their future work 
in life? Our Heavenly Father’s discipline may 
often be mysterious, often painful. By ‘ search- 
ing’’ we may frequently be brought face to face 
with our inability to comprehend His providences. 
But this is not our rest. Our existence is not 
bounded by the things of time. Scripture opens 
to us another world than this. We must wait the 
Lord’s time and remember His message: ‘‘ What 
I do thou knowest not now but thou shalt know 
hereafter.”’ 

The faith here inculcated is no blind credulity. 
Far from it. We are expected to think out these 
problems but then we must also pray over them. 
We are not asked to accept truths simply because 
our fellow-men feel strongly with regard to them. 
To be humbled in the Divine Presence is surely 
no evidence of intellectual weakness. The 
Agnostic who refuses to accept the assertions of 
God’s Word is surrounded by impenetrable 
mystery which only Christ can solve. Meanwhile 
in countless instances the crude and undigested 
theories of those who, however honest their 
purpose, can give no proofs for their contention 
are greedily swallowed. With reference to the 
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whole subject we may usefully give a passage from 
Dean Hole’s writings when touching upon the argu-- 
ment from design: ‘‘ Can anything be more foolish 
than to think that all this rare fabric of Heaven. 


- and Earth can come by chance, whereas all the 


skill of art cannot make a single blade of grass: 
to see rare effects, but no cause: an excellent 
government, but no Prince: a motion without an 
immovable: a circle without a centre: a time with- 
out an eternity: a second without a first.’’ 

And again from F. Ballard: 


‘To reject that which through transcending our 
knowledge of nature is not only possible but even 
in fair measure probable and then accept alterna- 
tives which flatly contradict the surest principles of 
reason and philosophy no less than all experience 
and observation, is assuredly to leap over a preci- 
pice in order to escape a shallow ditch. It is to 
shudder at a shrimp pool and to make light of an 
ocean.”’ 


We have been led to make these observations by 
the conviction that if the Bible is only partially 
believed, the main ground is surrendered and our 
foundation is gone. Christ appeals to the Scrip- 
tures. He takes His stand on God’s Word. The 
Word Incarnate and the Word written stand or 
fall together. 

We have said that the Old Testament does: 
present difficulties and hereafter shall discuss 
some of them. Many of these difficulties will 
however cease to exist if once the Scriptures are’ 
carefully and prayerfully studied. It is easy to 
make mountains out of molehills and when a bias: 
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as found in the direction of so-called free thought, 
the vessel speedily sails among the breakers and 
there is but One Pilot Who can rescue her from 
destruction. Doubts and difficulties exist. We do 
not create them but they are there in order that 
ithreugh God’s grace they may be overcome. 


CHAPTER XII 
OLD TESTAMENT PUZZLES 


iWE now propose to discuss a few of the passages 
which have caused perplexity in many quarters. 
‘The literature on the subject is voluminous and if 
attacks on the Old Testament are increasingly 
frequent, God Who never fails to guard His own 
Word has furnished us in these latter days with 
remarkable proof of its authenticity of which our 
ancestors had no knowledge. We prefer rather 
here to glance at a few points which have been 
made the subjects of controversy, and on which it 
is believed popular errors remain in many cases un- 
contradicted just because they cause doubt rather 
than downright unbelief, create misgivings which if 
harboured are calculated to interfere with a whole- 
hearted acceptance of the Revelation of the Divine 
will and thereby to work havoc in the spiritual 
life. 

To begin at the beginning there is the story of 
the Creation in the first chapter of Genesis. How 
are we to reconcile this with the discoveries of 
geologists? If the world was created in six days, 
what room is there for the various periods which 
geology has made known to us? However in- 
accurate may be some of the conjectures as to the 
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precise age of the earth’s crust it is perfectly clear 
that this globe has existed for a much longer period 
than the six thousand years more or less of which 
we have definite record. That the study of this 
science should seem to conflict with revelation is 
one of the strange things which, with the advance 
of learning, should long have been exploded but 
unquestionably the difficulty exists. An inconsis- 
tency between geology and revelation is supposed 
to be made evident and either the literal truth of 
Genesis is doubted or, and this is only a less 
formidable evil, the labours of scientific men are 
discredited even when they rest on the surest 
foundations. The answer however is simple in the 
extreme. The Bible never tells us the world was 
created in six days. We are free to believe if we 
like that the planet was Satan’s kingdom before 
his fall. Some passages would lead us to infer 
this but we cannot dogmatise on the subject. It is 
allowable moreover to imagine a primeval race of 
men inhabiting the earth. When we think of the 
relatively insignificant place occupied by the earth 
in God’s great universe, while speculation may be 
endless it is impossible to build up working 
hypotheses on the slenderest data. But what saith 
the Scripture? ‘‘In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth: and the earth was without 
form and void: and darkness was upon the face of 
the deep.’? And then subsequent to this, with a 
special object in view, ‘‘ the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters.’’ Some-cataclysm had 
occurred. It is not for us to inquire what this was. 
To what purposes the earth as we know it had been 
put in the making we know not. All we affirm is 
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_ that the seeming discord between religion and 


_ science is seen to be imaginary when once examined 
», in the light of common sense. 
7 The same method may be applied with similar 
- results to multitudes of other passages. The 
_ Christian has no reason to be afraid of science. 
Let men push their investigations as far as they 
like. Only let them remember that the deeper their 
researches the more certainly will they have their 
limitations of knowledge brought home to them. 
(The believer has the same experience. He may 
begin by thinking that he knows his Bible fairly 
well; but as he prays and: ponders and as Christ 
the Key to wisdom and knowledge becomes a 
greater reality to him, the dominant factor in his 
life, he becomes ever more conscious that he merely 
stands on the threshold and that inexhaustible 
treasures lie before him, unsearchable riches which 
eternity alone can reveal. 

We append three quotations which connect 
themselves with our subject. 


‘* Revelation leaves two great white pages 
on which human science may write what it 
will in order to fill up the blank of natural 
history which Revelation omitted itself to 
supply as not being its office.’’—Kurtz. 


‘* Geology may pursue its course with belief, 
not unbelief for its condition; only let it not 
be credulous—as the way has too often been— 
of anything which tends to unbelief, eager to 
find grounds to disbelieve Scripture, averse 
only to believe it.”’—Pusey. 
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‘‘The meaning of the words of Moses is 
ahead of all science: not because it anticipates. 
the results of science but because it is indepen- 
dent of them and runs as it were round the 
outer margin of all possible discovery.’’— 
Eighth Duke of Argyll. 


We would add moreover that the word “‘ created ’” 
in Gen. i. 1 differs essentially from that with 
which we meet in Gen. ii. 3, and Exodus xx. 11, 
rendered ‘‘ made.’ There the meaning is ‘“ re- 
constituted ’’; in Gen. i. 1 the term employed has 
a higher significance. 

It may be asked at this juncture, why do so many 
difficulties exist? A moment’s consideration will 
make the answer plain. The Author of the Bible 
is the Spirit of God. The recipients of the message 
are men of finite understanding. ‘‘ As for man his 
days are as grass: as a flower of the field so he 
flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it and it 
is gone and the place thereof shall know it no 
more.’’ So said the Psalmist three thousand years 
ago. How can we be expected to comprehend all 
the deep things of God? It is inevitable that we 
should discover that His ways are “ past finding 
out.”” There is no occasion for surprise in the 
fact that much is beyond us. It is far more 
astonishing that the Maker of the Universe should 
concern Himself with us at all; still more that as 
individuals we are known to Him and that even 
the sparrows are the objects of His care. Much, 
moreover, in Scripture refers to another dispensa- 
tion than our own. We do not commend the 
notion that prevails in some quarters that because a 
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passage in the Bible may rightly be regarded as. 
dispensational it therefore ceases to have a practical 
bearing on our lives. We should bear in mind: 
however that the meaning is not exhausted by a: 
first interpretation or primary reference and that 
however deep our study of the letter of Scripture: 
may be, fuller revelation awaits us in a future state. 
Many difficulties would vanish were the Scriptures. 
carefully and prayerfully studied. Many will be 
cleared up by and by and we must be content to» 
wait. Zech. ix. 9 must at one time have been quite 
incapable of explanation as is Zech. xiv. 4 in its. 
details to-day. We may have conjectures concern-- 
ing the latter passage, some of which may turn out 
to be erroneous: as to the former, the first Palm: 
Sunday when our Lord publicly entered Jerusalem 
solved the problem. 

A word concerning what are called moral’ 
difficulties. Some of these will have hereafter a- 
fuller interpretation than we can give to them. 
But let us take one or two. Judges iv. and v. give 
an account of a cold-blooded murder and include- 
a commendation of the murderer. Extenuating 
circumstances may be urged but this does not get 
rid of the difficulty. The explanation is that the- 
Song is given in its entirety. The record is inspired’ 
but it does not follow that every word of the Song 
is. It throws light on God’s overruling providence- 
and teaches important lessons. So do, as we have 
already said, the criticisms of Job’s friends. We 
must take the teaching of Scripture as a whole and 
the mists disappear. For instance the next chapter- 
contains in verses 8 to 12 a direct revelation from 
Jehovah. This does not give the authority of° 
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inspiration to Gideon’s doubts in verse 13 but the 
account is trustworthy in the highest sense and it 
is a matter of faith to us that these doubts were 
expressed in the form in which we have them. 
Again let us advert to the subject of the impre- 
catory Psalms. It is true that very awful things 
are said with reference to God’s enemies; language 
is employed which would be indefensible when 
applied by any of us in our individual capacity in 
alluding to the sins of others. On the other hand 
from God’s standpoint it cannot be overlooked that 
sin is more hateful than it appears to ourselves. 
Judgment upon the impenitent is seen to be the 
awful but inevitable consequence of wilful rejection 
of the truth. The tendency to-day is to minimise 
the character and consequence of sin. Such ten- 
dencies have no justification in the Word of God. 
Again may we point out that St Peter in Acts i. 20 
quotes two of these very Psalms (Ixix. and cix.) to 
which exception has been taken, the former es- 
pecially being full of Messianic references. We 
who have only a very limited knowledge of what 
‘this implies are poor judges of words which fore- 
«shadow a terrible fact. 


CHAPTER XIII 
THE NEW THEOLOGY 


IT may not be out of place here to allude to what 
has caused no little sensation in recent years, an 
attempt to systematise what is called the New 
Theology, a subject very closely related to the 
acceptance or rejection of Holy Scripture. It is 
painful to feel constrained to dwell on such a 
theme but an attitude of indifference would be in 
the highest degree blameworthy. When everyone 
has access to the columns of the newspapers and 
when many of our leading ‘‘ dailies’’ have dealt 
with the matter and admitted letters in which the 
most sacred truths are discussed as if they were 
open questions, there is nothing to be gained by 
ignoring the fact that much unrest has been caused 
and many not “‘ stablished, strengthened, settled ”’ 
in the faith are found to doubt whether there is 
any solid ground for faith at all. 

The title of what is looked upon by some as 
the latest development of scepticism is singular. 
These views are by no means new but have 
been propounded again and again. Careful readers 
of the New Testament will discover many an 
objection anticipated and the slightest acquaint- 
ance with Church history will convince the student 
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that these errors are no novelties. Men’s minds im 
every age are susceptible to the same influences. 
If not led by the Spirit of God the evil forces. 
which surround us are more than sufficient to 
oppose only too successfully the better instincts of 
those who have never yielded themselves to Christ. 
The great enemy of souls has no objection to 
religion: he does not interfere with the prayers, 
rebuking us by their regularity and method, of 
the Mohammedan, the horrible orgies of Hindu 
worship, the philosophy of the Buddhist. A 
Christless religion suits his purpose just as well, 
indeed better in a professedly Christian land. A 
religion which rejects the Scriptures and ignores 
the Saviour is just the religion which accomplishes. 
his purposes most effectively and it is this religion 
which finds its votaries amongst the members of 
our Christian churches. 

Within our limits it will be impossible to treat 
this subject at all fully. Something, however, it is 
felt, should be said instead of postponing allusion 
to it until the time comes for discussing ‘‘ alterna- 
tives to belief.”’ One more remark should, more- 
over, be made at the outset, and this is a word of 
protest against the pseudo-charity which affirms 
that Christian courtesy compels us to deal tenderly 
with views propounded as they are by ‘‘ such 
excellent, devoted, high-principled men and 
women.”’ 

A Fernley Lecture: ‘‘ The Influence of Sceptic- 
ism on Character’’ is well worth reading in this 
connection, but here let us assume that the leaders 
of modern rationalism are one and all models for 
our imitation as very possibly some of them are, 
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in the exercise of all private virtues. Let us fur- 
ther assume that they have persuaded themselves 
that they have a right to retain the positions they 
hold however contradictory their teaching may be 
to that to which most of them affirmed their adhe- 
sion when appointed to their posts. There is one 
thing we dare not suggest, that they are led by the 
Holy Ghost, in close union with Christ, sent by 
the Lord of Hosts with His message to their 
fellow-men. 

The most singular and at the same time the most 
painful feature in the controversy is the apparent 
indifference to the character and reputation of the 
Saviour of mankind on the part of those who 
would feel themselves compelled to bring before 
the courts for libel any who assailed their own 
character and reputation in the same way. To 
pay compliments to Jesus of Nazareth and reject 
His claims, to reverence His character and to tear 
into shreds the Scriptures to which He ceaselessly 
appealed, to deny the doctrine of the Atonement 
and at the same time to take the name of Christian 
is a contradiction which defies description. St 
Paul tells us in Gal. i. some very plain things 
about another Gospel. Christians may and do 
differ upon many points of greater or less im- 
portance but there is no Christianity without 
Christ and Christ claims absolute, unqualified 
dominion. Let A, B, or C, whoever these 
preachers and teachers may be, earn for their 
fascinating attributes the title of ‘‘ an angel from 
heaven ’’ (we quote St Paul’s words) it is at our 
peril that we hearken to them. 

One word more about the term—‘‘ new theol- 
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ogy.’ It is most misleading. That can hardly 
be styled new which has engaged the minds of 
men for centuries, and which was combated in its 
essential features by the inspired writers them- 
selves. Theology or the science which treats of 
God in His relation to man cannot be understood 
by those who discredit the one authoritative revela- 
tion of His will. Errors however are in many 
cases the exaggeration of one side of truth at the 
expense of another, and the bald statements made 
should be scrutinised, statements which are all the 
more dangerous because they are combined with 
assertions which no believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ would dispute. It is unquestionable that a 
presentation of the Gospel has been too common 
which has ignored the love of God the Father for 
the sinner and created an impression contrary to 
the teaching of Scripture that God has no love 
for the world but only for the Church. The text, 
John iii. 16 is a sufficient answer to such a sup- 
position as this, and the best-known of our Lord’s 
Parables, that of the Prodigal Son emphasises the 
same momentous truth. The Fatherhood of God 
is a blessed fact which should never have been 
suffered to slide into the background, and forget- 
fulness of this with consequent obscuration of a 
glorious reality is responsible for much mischief. 

The doctrine of the Atonement is, however, the 
great stumbling-block with these teachers and 
doubts are suggested on their part as to whether 
the assertion that Christ was ‘‘ beaten for our 
fault ’’ is above criticism. ‘‘If I live a fairly good 
life,’ we may hear men say, “‘ if I try to serve 
God to the best of my ability, if my admiration for 
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the historical Jesus is sincere and I appreciate His 
heroic self-sacrifice: if I look upon Him as the 
highest example of goodness, can I be very far 
wrong? I see much in the Bible which I do not 
quite understand and which, to be candid, I do 
not altogether like. You have no right to con- 
demn me on that account. My life is as good as 
yours. A merciful God will surely overlook my 
faults and accept me because He is too kind and 
good to do anything else.’’ We have ventured here 
to put into words what thousands are saying to- 
day. It is, we believe, the cause of the popularity 
which certain teachers enjoy. Their precepts are 
regarded as meeting man’s needs because the Scrip- 
ture is moulded and its teaching often ignored to 
soothe human susceptibilities. Human nature is 
flattered and, as a result, gratified. 

Now in these chapters we have already dwelt 
upon some of the chief points involved. After all 
they resolve themselves, when thought out, into 
the question as to the trustworthiness of Jesus 
Christ. His utterances are nothing if not dog- 
matic. His teaching while on earth culminated 
in the Death upon the Cross and the Resurrection 
which followed. 

It is inexpressibly painful to have to enter the 
lists in order to oppose professedly Christian ex- 
ponents of the Word but this is not a time to mince 
matters. Those who know the Lord as their 
personal, living Saviour, to whom life would be a 
blank apart from Him, who have experienced the 
sunshine of His love even when in bitter sorrow, 
the sufficiency of His grace in periods of tempta- 
tion and difficulty: Those who can say with the 


86 THE TRUTH OF THE BISleEe 


Psalmist (Ixxiii. 25), ‘‘ Whom have I in Heaven 
but Thee and there is none upon earth that I desire 
beside Thee.’? Those who want nothing better 
than to hear in their dying hour, should the Lord 
tarry, the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 
Those, we affirm, have no alternative. Their 
course is clear. Let us take among many pass- 
ages, therefore, one section, 2 Cor. v. 14-21 in 
which stress is laid on the doctrine of the Atone- 
ment in language unmistakably clear. 

This is not the place for an exhaustive digest 
but let us notice three points: 

1. Sin required a sin-bearer and Christ was 
made sin for us that we, guilty sinners though we 
are, might be reconciled to God. The tendency 
to-day is to minimise the heinous character of sin, 
to speak of it lightly, to hearken to the devil’s 
suggestion, as old as the scene in Eden, that God 
may not quite mean what He says. To such 
poison St Paul here applies the antidote. We are 
shown what Christ has done for us. In the face 
of such declarations as this, the sacrifices enjoined 
while the Mosaic dispensation lasted, their cessa- 
tion after Calvary, the teaching as to the need for 
and efficacy of the blood from Genesis to Revela- 
tion, how can the doctrine of Substitution be put 
on one side? Let the reader ponder over Isaiah 
liii. and compare with it the story of the Ethiopian 
eunuch in Acts viii. and he will not quarrel as 
many do to-day with the hymn: 


‘Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain, 


Can give the guilty conscience peace 
Or wash away the stain. 
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But Christ the Heavenly Lamb 
Bears all our sins away, 

A Sacrifice of nobler name 
And richer Blood than they.’? 


2. A New Creation is inwrought by the Spirit 
of God when the Blood has been applied. No 
mere reformation is described in verse 17. There 
is the calling into existence of what has previously 
been wanting. The proud Pharisee had already 
in John iii. been taught the same truth. Each one 
of us must be born again if we would see the 
Kingdom of God. It need not astonish us if those 
who have never yielded themselves to Christ fail 
to comprehend this. A blind man will derive no 
pleasure from a visit to the Royal Academy. The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God. 

3- Notice lastly the prominence given to the 
Saviour Himself. No mere Example here. An 
Example, it is true, but one which a dead soul 
cannot follow. Is He our Allin all? This is the 
position He claims and with no other will He be 
satisfied. There is no half-way house. May each 
one of us knowing, trusting, loving, Him seek for 
grace to be loyal to our King and to that Word 
which testifies of Him. Christ in the Scriptures; 
Christ in the heart; Christ in the life. This is 
God’s order. He is able to make us more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us. 


CHAPTER XIV. 
THE ‘* PAULINE’? THEOLOGY 


THERE is one subject in connection with our 
present-day controversies to which it may be as 
well to refer before bringing to a conclusion our 
chapters on the Truth of the Bible. A phrase is 
often heard to-day, ‘‘ Pauline Theology.’’ It is 
assumed that the testimony of the great Apostle to 
Gentiles differs materially from that of his Master; 
that the pupil has gone beyond the Teacher and 
that the difference being admitted we are justified 
in some degree in ignoring what might otherwise 
be regarded as authoritative. Of course this 
notion is like many others by no means new. 
Many years ago we remember the objection being 
urged in a crude form by one who said, ‘‘ Paul is 
so cruel—Christ is surely the safest Guide to 
follow ’’ or words to that effect. Another affirmed 
that his theology was that of the Sermon on the 
Mount and this precluded his ‘‘ swallowing ’’ all 
the tenets of the Epistles. Such critics only read 
where it suits them to read and overlook all else. 
The Sermon on»the Mount itself conveys awful 
warnings to the impenitent as anyone who takes 
the trouble to read these chapters, Matthew v., vi., 
and vii., through will see. Our Lord, moreover, 
88 
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just because He was Omniscient and Sinless could. 
and did express Himself in language not only. 
unmistakably clear but unspeakably solemn. Let. 
the reader study among a hundred passages the 


_ latter part of Mark ix. No words could express in. 


plainer terms the reality of condemnation. But,, 
it may be said, is there not at least something in. 
the assertion that a distinction exists? Unques- 
tionably there is. The cause is not far to seek. 
The teaching of the Apostles on the Atonement,, 
on Justification by Faith, on the consequences of. 
the rejection of the Gospel, can be found in germ 
in the Old Testament. But all this centres round 
the Cross. Until Calvary was an accomplished 
fact language now familiar to us would have been 
utterly unintelligible. It was inevitable that our 
Lord in the Sermon on the Mount should as it 
were put before His hearers the body of a structure: 
the foundation of which would only be laid when 
the Atonement had been wrought. Christ looked 
forward to the Cross. For the joy set before Him 
He endured the Cross and despised the shame 
but when He hints at this towards the close of 
His earthly ministry His followers persistently 
misunderstood His allusions. It required the 
enlightening of the Holy Spirit for them to com- 
prehend the true significance of Scriptures which 
predicted a suffering Messiah. Paul’s message was 
the logical, the necessary outcome of what had 
gone before. We must for our souls’ sake recognise 
this. The mistake continually made is due to the 
idea that Christ’s example can be followed before 
we have given our hearts to Him. This is an 
impossibility. They that are in the flesh cannot 
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please God. We must be born again and only so 
»can we receive power to follow in His footsteps. 
The question—‘‘ What would Jesus do’”’ is mean- 
-ingless unless we can reply to the inquiry, ‘‘ what 
has Jesus done?’’ He has died for you and me. 
Our sins were laid on Him. When once by the 
‘Spirit’s teaching we grasp the fact, become con- 
vinced of sin and led to repentance, there will be 
no further cavilling at ‘‘ Pauline theology ’’ which 


“is simply the unfolding of the message of the 
-Master Himself. 


CHAPTER: XV 
THE ALTERNATIVE TO BELIEF 


AN attempt has now been made to touch upom 
various points which connect themselves with the 
great subject of the Inspiration of God’s Word. 
No one can be more fully aware than the writer 
of the inadequacy of his treatment of these 
momentous matters, but he can truly say that the 
preparation of these chapters has been a labour of 
love, and that the more fully the arguments are 
considered the more irresistible is the conclusion 
arrived at that the only safe, the only logical, the 
only satisfying view to take of the Bible is that of 
verbal inspiration throughout of the message as 
first delivered by God to man. This is the position 
it should be borne in mind taken up by the 
Established Church. The intention of the writer 
has not been to touch upon questions upon which 
Christians are divided, however loyal they may be 
to the Scriptures, but in the light of much that is 
said in these days it is well to be reminded of a 
fact abundantly proved by reference to the Articles 
and Formularies of the Church of England. It 
is said that the Church never defined inspiration- 
This assertion ignores the fact that the expressions 
which continually meet us in the Book of Common 
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Prayer aré inexplicable on any other supposition. 
To give but one instance, every Candidate for 
Deacon’s Orders must declare that he unfeignedly 
believes the canonical Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments. This statement would be mean- 
ingless if the belief was to be watered down and 
subject to unlimited deductions, modifications, and 
exceptions. No doubt many earnest and sincere 
persons may be found who have persuaded them- 
selves that they are justified in making assertions 
such as this and at the same time mental reserva- 
tions. We must not judge individuals. The plain 
significance of the language employed remains 
an all-important witness for positive, definite and 
straightforward testimony. 

We now propose to examine, though very 
briefly, a few of the alternatives to belief which 
appeal to men. For the most part those whose 
teaching tends to diminish the value of Holy 
Scripture are found in the ranks of those who 
subtract rather than of those who add to the faith 
of the Gospel. The addition and, to a large extent, 
the substitution of tradition is just as perilous in 
its effect on the propagation of the Gospel of Christ. 


MEDL2VALISM 


We will take then first of all the view of the 
Medizevalist whether inside or outside the Church 
of Rome. To. such the Scriptures are in their 
estimation as in ours the Oracles of God, but in 
practice they are shorn of their value by being 
removed from the sphere of daily life and action. 
They are regarded as being above the compre- 
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hension of the ordinary mind. This, no doubt, is 
{rue as to many parts of the Bible. Not only does 
the natural man fail to receive the things of the 
Spirit, but the most enlightened Christian must 
wait tili the great hereafter for all to be made plain. 
But the Master’s words in John v. 39 are forgotten. 
Study of the Word is discouraged. The Church 
is not only a witness and keeper of Holy Writ but 
in the persons of the clergy the only authorised 
exponent. A separate caste dictates to others less 
privileged because not possessed, so it is supposed, 
of supernatural powers. The Bible consequently 
gives place in this system to the Devotional 
‘Treatise. Personal responsibility is overlooked. 
Private judgment is destroyed. A dependence on 
man is the substitute for dependence upon God. 
The Church, and many of those who use the term 
could not define it if they tried, is exalted instead 
of her Lord. His glory is obscured, His pre- 
eminence, theoretically acknowledged, is practically 
denied. This is another Gospel, and Evangelistic 
work in the true sense of the word withers and 
dies. While it is sadly possible to believe too 
little it is also true that many believe too much. 
As has already been said, there is a vast dis- 
tinction between faith and credulity. We may 
here transcribe a passage from the works of the 
late Archbishop of Armagh, Dr Alexander: 


‘*The amount of conviction is not in propor- 
tion to the mass of credenda you can bolt. A 
big belief is not necessarily a great belief nor a 
long creed a strong one, any more than a long 
man is necessarily a strong man. Every honest 
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monk who hangs about the Vatican believes more 
than St John. He has a bigger creed than that of 
Nicza but he does not believe so truly or so 
grandly. He has a hypertrophy of dogma, a 
plethoric and wheezy spiritual constitution. But 
he has not the elastic strength and bounding 
vigour of primary convictions.” 


This witness is true. Let us ask that the Holy 
Spirit may so teach us to value and comprehend 
God’s revelation of Himself in His Word that we 
may be stablished, strengthened, settled in the 
faith of Jesus Christ. The Bible is the one Touch- 
stone, the ultimate standard of appeal in every 
controversy. The Bible-loving will be the Bible- 
fiving Christian. 

We may well conclude this branch of our subject 
by the words of the Sixth Article: 


““ Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary 
to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required 
of any man, that it should be believed as an article 
of the Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary 
to salvation.”’ 


One more quotation, from Bishop McIlvaine: 


**Tractarianism is essentially Rationalism, 
because it sets up tradition, which is simply man’s 
reason in ecclesiastical raiment in superiority to 
the Scriptures.”’ 


AGNOSTICISM 


We have just endeavoured to point out how 
unsatisfactory a substitute Medizvalism is for the 
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simple Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is. 
quite as possible to believe too much as to believe 
too little and the Church may easily become the 
substitute for Christ. Jonathan in the Old Testa- 
ment, John the Baptist in the New are striking 
illustrations of what the main function of the 
Church should be. She exists in order to magnify 
her Master. Like the moon all her light is borrowed: 
from the Sun. An Eclipse is caused by the inter- 
position of the world and worldly influences. If 
she is herself too prominent to render it possible 
for the individual to have his attention drawn to» 
the Saviour Himself she has failed in her mission 
and proved a curse rather than a blessing. 

A word may be said now as to Agnosticism 
and Atheism. There is of course a vital distinc-- 
tion between the two. The Atheist professes to: 
deny the existence of God. The Agnostic denies. 
nothing and is equally determined in affirming 
nothing which he considers himself unable to» 
prove from his own experience. Atheists are rare; 
Agnostics unhappily abound on all sides. The 
result of the teaching of either is equally disas- 
trous. It has been conjectured in some quarters. 
that ‘‘a fortuitous collection of atoms’’ is respon- 
sible for the present universe which is in process: 
of evolution towards better and purer types to- 
day. Could this be substantiated we would yet 
have to explain how atoms could exist without a 
first cause being responsible for their being. 
Matter must have a Creator. No blind chance 
theory can satisfy reasonings which compel our 
acceptance of the fact of a designing Mind. The 
more such theories are examined the more 
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grotesque are the conclusions at which they have 
arrived seem to be. The difficulties raised are 
andeed insuperable. Heaven’s ‘“‘artless, un- 
encumbered plan’’ as Cowper styles it, is to be 
put on one side and we are to accept in its place 
a system or rather a variety of systems propounded 
in contradiction of the holy lives and triumphant 
«deaths of the great cloud of witnesses all deriving 
their inspiration from that Word, which with one 
voice they have declared has made them wise unto 
‘salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

To speak in more colloquial language, do our 
readers know the picture of the rationalistic 
«chicken? The tiny bird is represented as specula- 
ting anxiously as to the origin of a broken eggshell 
before it, part of that shell is still on its back. 
The writer remembers when at Oxford listening to 
‘a sermon from the late Dean Burgon on Job xi. 12, 
““Vain man would be wise though man be born 
‘like a wild ass’s colt.’? From time to time the 
statutes of the University require that a sermon 
‘should be preached on humility and the gifted 
speaker had no doubt in his mind as to the 
‘temptation which may possibly beset Under- 
graduates of fancying themselves infallible. In all 
seriousness we may apply this to the absurd 
guesses which, while ignoring revelation invite us 
‘to take refuge in bare negation. 

It may be said, have truisms such as this any 
‘bearing on the life of the ordinary reader? We 
‘think they have. Atheists no doubt are seldom met 
‘with. Some doubt may be expressed as to whether 
there are any at all whatever the profession of 
‘a few may be, but Psalm lili. 1 is sadly true to- 
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day of multitudes of professing Christians, and 
the ‘* open mind ’’—so characteristic of the present 
age—is only a variety of the scepticism which is 
just as subversive of a living faith as blank and 
blatant infidelity. It can hardly be denied that 
this kind of scepticism has received a powerful 
stimulus from recent developments of Biblical 
criticism. As we have said at the outset the Bible 
not only demands but invites criticism; we cannot 
study it too closely or investigate its claims too 
carefully. When, however, we are told that for 
this purpose it is to be treated like any ordinary 
book and our investigation conducted in the same 
way as that in which we should scrutinise a news- 
paper article, a political speech, or a historical 
treatise, we demur. It is quite impossible to treat 
God’s Word as if it was man’s and not God’s at 
all. The claims it makes are of such a character 
and involve in their acceptance or rejection such 
far-reaching consequences that it is imperative that 
this consideration should be borne in mind. 
Christianity is not a thing to be played with. To 
put it in a crude form; if the Bible be untrust- 
worthy, the keystone of the arch is gone and the 
whole edifice crumbles into dust; if the Bible is 
true, eternal life or eternal death are the alterna- 
tives presented. We dare not, therefore, play fast 
and loose with revelation. Agnosticism is on the 
face of it absurd. He Who spake as none other, 
said ‘‘ This is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom 
Thou hast sent ’’ (John xvii. 3). It is inconceivable 
that the Maker of the Universe (and the average 


Agnostic recognises the force of the argument from 
G 
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design) should intend that the creatures whom His 
hand has made should be absolutely vague as to 
the most momentous question which can occupy 
the thoughts of mankind. And yet to-day in our 
churches Agnosticism is more powerful than ever. 
If the authority of Holy Scripture is impugned 
and the plain meaning of Articles or other Con- 
fessions of faith is ignored, it is inevitable that 
moral essays should take the place of plain state- 
ments as to sin and the one and only Remedy. 
A preacher must have a positive message to deliver. 
This he can only have when he has for his support 
an authoritative revelation of His Master’s will. 
Weaken the trustworthiness of this and you take 
the life out of his message. To what is his 
testimony given? To his own convictions, to the 
researches of others whose works he may happen 
to admire, to an ancient book containing many 
wise sayings, or to the infallible oracles of God? 
If Scripture is only in part Scripture in the highest 
sense and that part only regarded as vital on the 
assurance of scrutineers whose judgment may be 
upset by later investigators, there is nothing left 
but to deal in platitudes and in too many cases 
sentimental rose-water is made to do duty for the 
fountain of Life. 

If all those who love the Lord Jesus Christ could 
have their eyes opened to see the peril of tinkering 
with God’s Word and the responsibility they incur 
in not protesting against it, the evil would be 
checked. As it.is, trite commonplaces and moral 
platitudes take the place of faithful and clearly cut 
utterances and though this is not perceived the 
honour and reputation of a fellow-sinner who may 
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have many private virtues, a fascinating presence, 
and an eloquent tongue is preferred to the honour 
of Him Whose testimony to the Scriptures is too 
distinct, too emphatic, too exhaustive to be set 
aside by those whose only hope is in the Blood 
shed for sinners and the righteousness imputed to 
all who trust themselves to Him. 

One question must be briefly dealt with before 
our subject is closed. It is asked in all earnestness 
in many quarters, how is it that the advocates of 
what, with almost grotesque inaccuracy, is called 
the New Theology obtain so many adherents? 
How is it that amongst many of our most learned 
and conscientious public men not a few are found 
who readily assimilate views of the Scriptures 
which if pushed to their logical conclusion must 
destroy their value altogether. We say “‘ destroy ”’ 
advisedly because the inculcation of moral precepts 
if associated with an assumption of authority which 
could be proved to be baseless, would vitiate them 
at their source. The answer is not far to seek: 
in giving it we recognise the responsibility of the 
affirmation but there is no escaping the conviction. 
The reply is given by St Paul—“ the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.’? To 
repeat therefore much that has been already. touched 
upon we do not presume to adjudicate as to 
individuals, God’s people are witnesses, not judges, 
but we do say without hesitation that the hypothesis 
of Higher Criticism so-called will speedily be 
extinguished when Christ the living Saviour has 
undisputed control of heart and life, and that only 
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those who have a positive message to deliver as 
the result of an assured, because God-given, con- 
viction will be soul winners. The world is crying 
out for rest. Rest, is to be had in Christ alone— 
a Saviour Who can be fully trusted, upon Whose 
Word absolute reliance can be placed, Whose 
sympathy as Man, Whose Omnipotence as God, 
are the foundation upon which all our hopes 
depend. Jesus as an Example may be admired and 
reverenced though we should hesitate to admire 
and reverence one of ourselves if his word could 
not be relied on. He may in a sense be recognised 
as an example but with such limitations he cannot 
be followed. For this we need not a dead Saviour 
but a living Christ. He died for our sins but rose 
again for our justification. Worshipping a beauti- 
ful memory will never lead men from earth to 
Heaven. No reformation can possibly prove per- 
manent in its character which is not the result of 
regeneration, new birth by the Spirit of God. No 
improvement of the old nature is possible; what 
Christ offers is the calling into existence of a new 
Creation. Then and then alone can the Bible be 
understood; then and then alone can its value be 
recognised: then it makes the humble inquirer 
wise unto salvation, through faith which is in 
Christ. How much profession there may be 
without possession. Love for God’s Word is the 
product of the latter, never of the former. Coming 
as poor sinners to the foot of the Cross we learn 
to love the message concerning Him Who there 
died for us. And He, and the Word which tells 
us of His love, become increasingly precious, 
increasingly binding, increasingly real. 


CHAPTER XVI 
BIBLE STUDY 


A FEW words in conclusion as to the reading of 
God’s Word. The superficial reasonings of the 
Higher Critics would for the most part be dis- 
pelled were the Word of God read as it deserves 
to be. Those who enjoy the privileges of com- 
munion and fellowship with Christ in His Word 
and who feed upon that Word and upon His 
promises, to whom the risen and ascended Saviour 
is the very life of their being, the all-constraining 
Motive of their actions, can afford to estimate at 
their true value the attempts made in many quarters 
to lower His dignity, impugn His veracity, vitiate 
His testimony and disparage His message to men. 
We may here usefully cite a saying of the late 
Mr Robert Chapman of Barnstaple, one of God’s 
brightest saints in the last century, who when 
questioned on the subject replied in these terms. 
‘One day while walking in the noonday light of 
a midsummer sun, beneath a cloudless sky, I was 
accosted by a person entirely a stranger to me, 
who, with kind, condescending air, made offer to 
shew me the way. I saw in his hand a lantern, 
and in it a lighted farthing candle. Pity checked 
my rising laughter, so as gravely as I could, I 
101 
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declined his offer and went on my way. I was 
afterwards told that his name was Higher Criti- 
cism.’’ How then are we to study the Book? On 
this much may be said. We shall here confine 
ourselves to some points which seem to call for 
special attention. 

We must study humbly. Unless we do this we 
can save ourselves the trouble of studying at all. 
The Bible describes to us the entrance into this 
world of sin, and the Remedy in the crucified and 
risen Christ. We must come as sinners; not 
shrinking from the lessons to be learned in its 
pages, however humiliating and painful these 
lessons may be; we must come as little children, 
willing to be taught, recognising, as finite beings 
dealing with the Infinite, how much there is to 
unlearn as well as to assimilate. Our study too 
must be a personal matter. We are not in a 
position to detect and expose the faults of others 
unless we have ourselves confessed our own sin- 
fulness and realised through the Holy Spirit’s 
teaching our own unworthiness. 

We must study prayerfully. The evil one is 
ever watching at our elbow to take away the good 


seed and destroy any good impression created. 
But it is true that—- 


“ Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees.’’ 


Prayerful study will !7ad to thankful adoration. In 
answer to prayer. the Divine Spirit will enlighten 
the eyes of our understanding. To be acquainted 
with the original language and to be conversant 
with the works of scholars is unquestionably an 
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advantage but it is a far greater blessing to 
approach the Father’s throne with the confidence 
of a little child. Without that learning may 
become worse than useless. Unsanctified erudition 
is among the devil’s best tools. Pray then before 
you read and as you read the Word will then dwell 
richly in your soul. Soul-winners have not always 
been intellectual giants, but not one has been able 
or willing to forget the necessity for obedience to 
the mandate, ‘‘ Pray without ceasing.” 

We must study regularly. We shall always 
recollect the remark of a man many years ago when 
his eyes were opened to God’s truth—‘‘I have 
never forgotten my breakfast.’’ No, in the con- 
ventional sense our meals are not overlooked, but 
what about the food of our souls? Is this less 
important? Is the bodily organism which must 
soon wear out to be preserved with jealous care 
while the higher nature is starved? Some of us 
may have very little leisure. The Master knows 
that even better than we do. There is positively 
no time for lengthened search. But we must make 
time for our Bible. It may be but a few verses, 
but with earnest prayer and real attention the 
blessing is sure. After all, most of us manage a 
glance at the newspapers. This is quite justifiable. 
But if, as sometimes happens, the newspaper takes 
the place of the Bible our reversal of God’s order 
will inevitably entail disastrous consequences. 

We must study systematically. Many errors 
have their rise in a superficial acquaintance with 
the Word. Here and there, aimlessly and there- 
fore unprofitably, are favourite passages, wrested 
from their context, allowed to convey an erroneous 
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impression. The Old Testament must be read as 
well as the New. The Prophets as well as the 
Psalms. No doubt some parts will be found more 
helpful than others but none can be safely over- 
looked. Genesis demands as careful attention as 
the story of the Gospels. The Revelation, albeit 
deep, in many places beyond our comprehension, 
cannot be ignored with impunity. Commentaries 
are no doubt often useful but these are no sub- 
stitutes for constant access to the Fountain Spring. 
The Christian soldier can never allow his sword to 
remain in the scabbard. 

Finally, let us read expectantly : looking for very 
real results—a quickening of the spiritual life in 
our souls, a power which shall enable us to hand 
on to others the Bread of Life. This is the business 
of the Christian. He is engaged in earthly pur- 
suits—these pursuits absorb much of his time and 
energies and it is right that they should. But 
Christ claims priority. The pre-eminence is His; 
all other considerations must give way to this. 
We should carry on our earthly occupations with 
no less energy and industry because He comes 
first. Instructed in His Word, taught by His 
Spirit, we shall grow in the knowledge of His 
love. May reader and writer increasingly recognise 
this. It is with this object these chapters have been 
indited. May He Who is the Word Incarnate and 
the Centre of the Word written become daily more 
unspeakably precious to His own people and then 
through their instrumentality be made known to 
many now strangers to His Love. 
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